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GUIDE PRICES
LOT 1

The Main House and 
approx. 11.1 acres

£3,250,000
LOT 2

The Barn and approx. 1.92 acres

£475,000
LOT 3

The remaining 43.64 acres

£450,000

Thorney Hall is a historic North Yorkshire country 
estate situated on the edge of Spennithorne, just 1.5 
miles from Leyburn. Built in 1860 by Lord Bolton for 
his daughter, it was designed to perfectly align with and 
overlook Middleham Castle across the dale. The house 
offers the perfect accommodation with 6 main principle 
bedrooms and several ancillary bedrooms as well as a 
separate staff/family flat and 2 guest cottages.

Leyburn 1 ½ miles, Bedale 9 miles, Catterick 11 miles, A1 North 
(Catterick) 11 miles, A1 South (Bedale) 9 miles,  Darlington 25 miles, 
Northallerton Main Line Train Station 17 miles. Newcastle 59 miles. 
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Thorney Hall is to be sold in 3 separate lots:

Lot 1  Thorney Hall, Grange Cottage, Dairy Cottage 
and approximately 11.1 acres

Lot 2  Thorney Hall Barn with approximately 1.92 acres

Lot 3  Parcel of land, approximately 43.64 acres

Lord Bolton built the hall as a home for his daughter upon 
her marriage to a seemingly penniless army captain, Captain 
Ferrand. He endowed the hall and roughly 800 acres of
farmland to them. The estate was operated as a family farm for 
the next century. The hall was separated from the farmland in 
1960 and sold to the Ministry of Defence, serving as a private 
residence for the Major General commanding the Catterick 
Garrison and by the late 1960s, it transitioned into a boutique 
hotel. During its time as a hotel, the property was used as a 
filming location in two episodes of the original BBC series of All 
Creatures Great and Small. Eventually, it transitioned back into 
private ownership and was split into multiple dwellings. The 
current owners reunited the property into a single residence 
and completed an extensive refurbishment program in 2016, 
restoring it to its original grandeur. It retains remarkable period 
features, including a cantilevered stone staircase, fossil stone and 
marble fireplaces, and barrel-vaulted ice houses.
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Thorney Hall is currently split into three main parts: the main 
house (11,620sq ft), which provides extensive accommodation 
on three levels, including four principal reception rooms, six 
main bedrooms, four bathrooms and a two-bedroom granny 
flat; Grange Cottage (2,412sq ft ) on the ground and first floors, 
comprising two reception rooms, a kitchen, four bedrooms 
and two bath/shower rooms; Dairy Cottage (1,159sq ft), with a 
reception hall, sitting room, kitchen/dining room, two bedrooms 
and two bath/shower rooms on the lower-ground floor. These 
two cottages are currently successfully let out as holiday cottages 
and provide a good income.
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The décor of the main house is elegant and understated, with 
plenty of natural light filtering through large sash windows. An 
impressive reception hall leads from the front door to the
dual-aspect drawing room, the library with its south-facing bay 
window, the formal dining room and the kitchen/breakfast room. 
The six main bedrooms are all arranged on the first floor.

In addition to the granny flat, the lower ground floor houses 
a games room/gym and a snooker room, as well as providing 
access to four former ice houses with barrel-vaulted stone roofs,
which support a stalactite field. The latter is one of many original 
features, which also include fossil stone and marble fireplaces, 
window shutters and a cantilevered stone staircase carved from
East Witton stone taken from a nearby quarry. 

The grounds of Thorney Hall are a delight with mature formal 
gardens to the front of the house and rambling gardens all 
around including the delightful arboretum planted around the 
house at the time of its construction, which today includes some 
magnificent specimens of Wellingtonia, blue cypress, copper 
beech and horse chestnut. With its diverse mix of river frontage, 
2 small woodlands, water-meadows, pond and lakes, the land 
is a haven for wildlife, including roe deer and a huge variety of 
birds includes buzzards, sparrowhawks, barn owls and a breeding 
colony of swifts.
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Thorney Grange



Land
The 56.5 acres of land are a mix of pastureland, woodland, 
river frontage, water meadow, lake, pond and a stunning beck 
which bisects the land below the Hall. Circa 43 acres of the 
pastureland is let to a local farmer on a FBT until April 2029.

The River Ure, which runs by the house, supports otters, 
salmon, trout and coarse fish, whereas the beck below is an 
established breeding ground for Ure salmon. The sale of the 
property includes 500 yards of single-bank fishing on the River 
Ure, which forms the southern boundary to Thorney Hall.
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Location
The property lies in a picturesque setting on the edge of the 
small village of Spennithorne, surrounded by beautiful North 
Yorkshire countryside and within easy reach of the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park. Spennithorne, as well as The Hall is located 
in a conservation area. The village has a community owned 
local pub, a parish church and a primary school, while everyday 
amenities are easily accessible in Leyburn, one and a half miles 
to the west. Leyburn’s facilities include a selection of shops, a 
medical practice and a small supermarket. Schooling in the area 
includes an outstanding-rated primary school in Leyburn, a 
secondary school also in Leyburn and the independent Aysgarth 
School and Queen Mary’s. The A1(M) is 9 miles away, providing 
access towards Leeds and York to the south and Middlesbrough, 
Sunderland and Newcastle to the north. The National Rail 
network is close by at Northallerton and provides a regular 
service down to London or up to Edinburgh. The countryside 
around Spennithorne is wonderful and perfect for riding and 
walking with many local attractions on offer including Richard 
III’s Castle at Middleham and the wonderful ruins of Jervaulx 
Abby. There are many good local pubs/hotels in the area 
including The Blue Lion at East Witton, Swinton Park at Swinton 
and The Cover Bridge on the River Cover.
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Floorplans

Garages & Outbuildings

The Dairy Cottage 
Lower Ground Floor

The Main House
Lower Ground Floor

The Main House
Ground Floor

The Main House
First Floor

The Grange
Ground Floor

The Grange
First Floor
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Important Notice
Giles Edwards Yorkshire Property for themselves and for the vendor of this property, whose agents they are, give notice that:-

1.	 The particulars are intended to give a fair and substantially correct overall description for the guidance of intending purchasers and do not constitute part of an 
	 offer or contract. Prospective purchasers and lessees ought to seek their own professional advice.
2.	 All descriptions, dimensions, areas, references to condition and necessary permissions for use and occupation and other details are given in good faith, and are 
	 believed to be correct, but any intending purchaser should not rely on them as statements or representations of fact, but must satisfy themselves by inspection or 
	 otherwise as to the correctness of each of them.
3.	 No person in the employment of Giles Edwards Yorkshire Property has any authority to make or give any representations or warranty whatever in relation to this 
	 property on behalf of Giles Edwards Yorkshire Property, nor enter into any contract on behalf of the Vendor.
4.	 No responsibility can be accepted for any expenses incurred by intending purchasers in inspecting properties which have been sold, let or withdrawn.

Measurements and other Information
All measurements are approximate.  While we endeavour to make our sales particulars accurate and reliable, if there is any point which is of particular importance to 
you, please contact this office and we will be pleased to check the information for you, particularly if contemplating travelling some distance to view the property.

Services
Mains water, electricity and drainage. Oil fired boiler for the 
hot water and central heating. Electricity is also provided by 30 
Solar panels in the grounds which reduces the cost of electricity 
to the main Hall close to zero and provides a small income.

Local Authority
Council tax is payable to Yorkshire Council, band “G”.

Directions
From the village of Spennithorne carry on through the village 
with the Church on your right towards Leyburn. At the post 
box (on your right) turn left to Harmby and Leyburn. Leave the 
village and after about 100 meters Thorney Hall will be found 
on the left with the entrance defined by two stone block pillars 
leading to the main drive.

Tenure and Possession
The property is offered for sale freehold and with vacant 
possession upon completion. THERE IS NO FORWARD 
CHAIN.

Viewing
Strictly by prior appointment through Giles Edwards Yorkshire
Property Ltd,  Tel: 01765 688 353.

Energy Performance
EPC rating is a “C”. Full report available on request.


