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Welcome to Elmhurst, Ashton Road, Lancaster, LA2 0AA

Set within generous private gardens of c 0.94 acres, built in 1884 this unique, 
handsome detached Victorian house exudes timeless elegance and period charm. 
Retaining many original features, it offers a beautifully proportioned and light-filled 
interior stretching over four floors. The ground floor includes a striking wrap-around 
verandah, generous hallway with two piece cloakroom, three elegant reception rooms 
along with a south-facing garden room, a breakfast kitchen, large utility room and two 
cellar rooms. Upstairs there are five double bedrooms, a bathroom and a shower room 
and a second floor which provides a sixth bedroom and multiple storage spaces. 

A cherished family home, in the same hands since 1967, offers superb scope for 
sympathetic updating and extension and is perfect for buyers wanting to create a truly 
special family home. Set on a substantial plot on the south side of Lancaster, it’s also 
a rare opportunity for development, subject to necessary consents.  There’s nothing 
like it on the south side of Lancaster. 

Perfect for family living, Elmhurst is surrounded by mature trees and wonderful 
landscaped gardens providing privacy and opportunities for recreation and relaxation. 
There is extensive parking and an impressive, detached coach house which in part has 
been converted into a double garage whilst retaining the original stabling, hayloft and 
potting shed/workshop.  

Situated on the south side of the city centre, it is perfectly located for access to the M6 
and the train station was well as for commuting to both universities and the two city 
hospitals. Open countryside surrounds the property offering an attractive balance of 
rural living and city access. 

All in all, this is a special house, with huge potential, whether for a developer, or for a 
family or a couple looking to create their forever home, entertain frequently or simply 
embrace the luxury of expansive space both inside and out. 

Elmhurst has been a wonderful family home for us for the last 58 years. We came 
here with a young baby and went on to bring up our three children. They went to 

the local primary school in Scotforth and then the grammar schools. 





Location
In a leafy semi-rural position, Elmhurst is located just south of the city of Lancaster, a vibrant Heritage 
City, known for its impressive Georgian architecture and wide-ranging cultural calendar of events. 
Catering to every taste, pocket and occasion, it boasts a wide range of bars, restaurants, cafes and pubs, 
excellent schooling including two state grammar schools, independent and high street shops, a twice-
weekly market held in the central pedestrianised square, a comprehensive offering of professional 
services and excellent sport and recreational facilities. 

For anyone commuting to Lancaster’s universities or hospitals, Elmhurst is perfectly placed as they are 
all sited on the south side of the city. If commuting further afield, there are motorway junctions to both 
the south and north of the city, J33 (to the south) is exceptionally handy for anyone driving frequently to 
Preston, Bolton, Manchester and the environs. If you prefer to travel by train, then Lancaster’s railway 
station on the main west coast line provides regular services to Preston, Manchester, Manchester 
airport, London Euston and Edinburgh. Therefore, whether commuting for business or travelling for 
pleasure, Elmhurst is extremely accessible for the wider communication network.  

Surrounded by beautiful countryside, the area offers superb walking and cycling from the doorstep, with 
the Lune Valley, the protected National Landscapes of the Forest of Bowland, Arnside & Silverdale, and 
the National Parks of the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales all within easy reach for day trips. 

The location allows you to embrace the best of city living whilst being surrounded by the great outdoors.  



Step inside 
Set amidst generous, private gardens, this handsome detached Victorian residence, dating from 1884, 
exudes all the grace and grandeur of its era. Light, airy and spacious throughout, the house retains a 
wealth of original period features, from its high ceilings adorned with beautifully moulded cornices to 
tall sash windows, deep skirting boards, panelled doors and fine fireplaces - two in marble and another in 
oak carved with the date of the house. The original staircase rises imposingly from the hall, whilst stained 
and leaded glazing on both the front door and staircase window lends a timeless charm.

Since purchasing the property in 1967, the present owner has focused on key improvements, including 
a new roof, double glazing to many of the windows and an extended garden room, whilst preserving the 
original character. As a result, Elmhurst now offers an exciting opportunity for new owners to style the 
accommodation to their own taste and create a magnificent home for the next generation.

The traditional, time-honoured layout begins with a wide wrap-around verandah that frames the front 
door, opening into a spacious L-shaped hall off which is a cloakroom having a wide cupboard for coat 
storage. Four reception rooms offer flexibility and elegance, a formal dining room ideal for Sunday 
lunches and atmospheric dinners; a smart sitting room; and a cosy living room leading through to the 
south facing garden room. This addition, with wrap-around glazing, provides wonderful views and direct 
access to the surrounding gardens. 

With a Rayburn Royal range cooker providing constant warmth, the kitchen offers ample space for 
informal dining and is complemented by a large utility room, adding practicality to period charm. Stone 
steps descend to two useful cellar rooms, still retaining their original brick floors along with a stone 
bench and central table. The rooms have good head height and offer scope for upgrading into rooms 
for everyday use.  

On the first floor, the generous landing leads to four well-proportioned and naturally light double 
bedrooms, many with charming period wash basins having original tiled splashbacks. The fourth 
bedroom connects to a fifth double, also accessible via a spiral staircase from the utility room. A family 
bathroom and separate shower room serve this floor.

The original staircase rises again to the second floor, where the spacious roof area accommodates a 
sixth attic bedroom, a store room and additional storage cupboards. This versatile floor offers wonderful 
potential as a teenager’s retreat, home office or dedicated hobby space.

Throughout, the principal rooms enjoy lovely outlooks across the extensive gardens, the established 
trees, shrubs and hedges along the boundaries ensure a good degree of privacy and create a tranquil 
setting for family life and entertaining alike.

This is a deeply traditional and reassuringly characterful home, ready to be cherished by new owners.

The size and layout lend themselves to welcoming family and friends, there’s lots of space for the 
generations to spread out and still be together. We’ve enjoyed many dinner parties here, the dining 

room is so atmospheric with the fire and candles lit. 







The Coach House
Offering excellent potential is a detached former coach house which sits across the 
stone setts of the courtyard, with original stables and hayloft above. The present 
owner told us that “when the children were young, they had a den in the hayloft and 
enjoyed spending time up there with their friends”. Next to the stables is a potting 
shed/workshop and a large double garage (with a remote-controlled electric door), 
together offering attractive scope for conversion into ancillary accommodation, a 
studio, home office, or even an independent house with courtyard and garden, subject 
to necessary consents. 

The parking area is extensive with an arrivals area in front of the house for guests 
using the front door. The drive passes the house and opens into a large area closer to 
the utility room’s outer door. This secondary parking area offers ample room for not 
only family cars but larger occasional vehicles.   

Gardens 
Elmhurst sits in delightful gardens of around c. 0.94 acres. Along the boundaries are 
mature trees, established shrubs and hedges which combine to screen and provide 
privacy. Most of the garden is laid to lawn with well stocked herbaceous beds. Two 
paved seating areas are set within the lawns. One is screened to three sides with 
wooden trellising adorned by roses; the view back towards the house is particularly 
attractive. For those with one eye on the longer-term potential of the property, the 
southern end of the garden benefits from a second vehicular access onto the public 
highway, which may appeal to buyers considering further development or even a 
separate dwelling (subject to consent). The extensive lawns make the garden perfect 
for children’s play with ample space for rest and relaxation as well. 

For buyers keen on a degree of self-sufficiency there is a kitchen garden with beds and 
a greenhouse. An orchard offers a harvest of apples, pears and damsons. 

Attached to the house is a boiler room which is an excellent place for drying clothes 
when the weather isn’t favourable. There is also an outside WC, extremely practical 
when working in the garden. 

There are external lights (some operate on sensors) and an outside tap. 

As a family we’ve loved the space the garden gave us; we would play tennis and 
cricket on the lawns (and cricket in the hall when it was wet!), we’ve hosted the 

youth club as they camped in the garden and Rotary’s annual garden party. We’ve enjoyed 
barbecuing with our friends on the paved area by the coach house and have been lucky 
enough to host two lovely family weddings in the garden.  



Agents notes: All measurements are approximate and for general guidance only and whilst every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, 
they must not be relied on. The fixtures, fittings and appliances referred to have not been tested and therefore no guarantee can be given 
that they are in working order. Internal photographs are reproduced for general information and it must not be inferred that any item 
shown is included with the property. For a free valuation, contact the numbers listed on the brochure. Copyright © 2025 Fine & Country 
Ltd. Registered in England and Wales. Company Reg No. 4270819 Registered Office: Ellerthwaite Square, Windermere, Cumbria, LA23 
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FURTHER INFORMATION

Lancaster	 1.5 miles
Glasson Dock	 3.5  miles
Scorton	 7.6 miles
Garstang	 9.7 miles
Preston	 21.6 miles
Windermere	 30.9 miles
Manchester	 51.6 miles

Transport links
M6 J33	 4 miles
M6 J34	 4.3 miles
Lancaster railway station	 2.2 miles
Manchester airport	 61.1 miles
Liverpool airport	 66.6  miles

The above journey distances are for approximate guidance 
only and have been sourced from the fastest route on the AA 
website from the property postcode. 

On the road

Mains electricity, gas, water and drainage. Gas fired 
central heating from a Hamworthy boiler in the boiler 

room. Oil fired Rayburn Royal. Real flame gas fires in the 
living and dining rooms. Open fire in the sitting room. 

Security alarm. 

Services

Directions
what3words waistcoat.inhales.quilt
Download the what3words App or go online for directions 
straight to the property. 

Rail Journeys

57mins

2hr,  
30mins

Manchester (Piccadilly)  

London (Euston)

2hr,  
17mins Edinburgh

Mobile and broadband 
services

For information on broadband and mobile services at the 
property, we advise prospective purchasers to consult the 
Ofcom website: checker.ofcom.org.uk  

Based on approximate direct train journey times from Lancaster 
station. Train service durations vary, please check nationalrail.
co.uk for further details. 

Please note
Health & Safety

Those viewing and accessing the hayloft  
via the ladder do so at their own risk. 



Guide price  £ X X X X X X

Great walks nearby
Straight from the door, there are lovely walks along Lancaster Canal’s towpath and on a network of quiet lanes and footpaths. 

The city offers other great options, such as from the historic quayside to Glasson Dock, around Fairfield Nature Reserve or 
Williamson Park, a 19th century ornamental park which covers over 50 acres including Fenham Carr woodland. 

Lancaster’s location in the highly scenic north west also means that there is convenient access to stunning countryside for great 
days out. 

The protected National Landscape of the Forest of Bowland offers fells, deep valleys, ancient woodlands, sprawling heather and 
peat moorland. The protected National Landscape of Arnside and Silverdale offers delightful coastal paths and slightly further 
afield, but very much within day trip territory, are the National Parks of the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales. 

Places to eat

Lancaster City Council – Council Tax band G

Tenure - Freehold

Schools
Primary
Scotforth St Paul’s CoE Primary School
Thurham Glasson CoE Primary School 
Moorside Primary School 
St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School 
Dallas Road Primary School 
Cockerham Parochial CoE Primary School 

Secondary
Lancaster Royal Grammar School and Lancaster Girls’ 
Grammar School
Ripley St Thomas CoE Academy
Garstang Community Academy

Further Education
Lancaster and Morecambe College
Myerscough College
University of Cumbria (Lancaster campus) 
Lancaster University
University of Central Lancashire UCLan and Preston College, 
Preston

Included in the sale
Fitted carpets, curtains, curtain poles, blinds, light 

fittings and domestic appliances as follows: Hotpoint 
gas oven, Beko larder fridge, Bosch dishwasher, 

Samsung washing machine, Hoover tumble dryer and 
the Frigidaire chest freezer.

Local leisure activities
Places to visit
Lancaster Castle and Priory, Lancaster Maritime and City Museums, the Judges’ Lodgings and Ashton Memorial (Williamson Park) 
all in Lancaster 
Live theatre: The Dukes and Lancaster Grand, during the summer there are open air productions in Williamson Park, all in 
Lancaster. 
Cinema: The Dukes and Vue, both in Lancaster and The Flower Bowl at Barton Grange.
Local arts centre: The Storey, Lancaster
The Flower Bowl entertainment venue at Barton Grange featuring crazy golf, curling, ten pin bowling, golf simulator, VR Ride and 
two restaurants. 
Historic houses: Gawthorpe Hall, Samlesbury Hall, Hoghton Tower, Wycoller Hall and Stoneyhurst College, amongst many others

Sport and recreation
Lancashire is a fantastic place to cycle with hundreds of miles of quiet country lanes and a range of on and off-road cycling routes 
throughout the county. Whether you are a serious cyclist looking to take to the hills or a beginner looking for gentle rides on 
promenades or canal towpaths, there is something for all levels. 
Parkruns on a Saturday morning in Lancaster, Morecambe and Garstang
Swimming, gym, climbing wall, tennis, badminton and squash facilities at Lancaster University
3-1-5 Health Club, gym and spa at both Lancaster House Hotel and The Spa Hotel at Ribby Hall 
Lancaster Golf Club with others nearby at Morecambe, Heysham, Silverdale, Casterton and Kirkby Lonsdale
Cricket, football and rugby clubs in Lancaster 

Informal dining, cafes and pubs
Journey Social, Buccellis Italian, Brew, The Print Room Café 
at The Storey, The Sun Hotel and Atkinsons Coffee Roasters’ 
cafes at The Castle, The Hall and the Music Room
The Barn, the Applestore Café and Daisy Clough, all in and 
around Scorton
Wallings Ice Cream Parlour and café, Cockerham
The Fleece Inn, Dolphinholme
The Stork Hotel, Conder Green
The Quayside and the Dalton Arms, both at Glasson Dock

Special occasions
The Quarterhouse, Quite Simply French and Merchants 1688 
all in Lancaster 
Bay Horse Inn, Bay Horse 
Northcote, Lagho
The Inn at Whitewell, Forest of Bowland
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