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Gilston Park House
Gilston CM20 2SF

Summary:

Simply Homes are delighted to bring to the market this exceptional two-bedroom, two-bathroom residence occupying the ground floor of one wing of Gilston Park
House, one of Hertfordshire's most delightful Grade-I| listed baronial halls. Designed and constructed in 1852 by the renowned architect Philip Hardwick for John
Hodgson, a wealthy landowner and High Sheriff of Hertfordshire, the house is part of the Gilston Park Estate enjoying 13 acres of wonderfully landscaped grounds
that include two tennis courts, a lake and exquisite formal gardens designed in the Italian style that was so de rigueur at that time. The grand Neo-Gothic Victorian
manor house is an absolute visual feast, with ornate chimneys and gable ends and a central castellated clock tower, never failing to deliver the wow factor every
time you see it, and the interior is just as dramatically imposing and beautiful. The residence occupies a prime position within the house, enabling direct access out
into the garden from the kitchen, making the adjacent outdoor space usable for you and your fortunate guests.

Accommodation:

As befits the period, along with the wealth and the status of the original owner, everything in the house is on a grand scale and it is a testament to the skill and
dedication of the modern day architects and artisans that so many of the original features remain intact after it was converted into a small number of exclusive
private residences around twenty five years ago. Despite the house being nearly two hundred years old, the painstaking restoration work has imbued it with an "as
new" feeling yet it still retains the wonderful character and atmosphere of the original period house. Intelligent and creative design of the very highest quality has
enabled modern luxuries such as en-suite bathrooms, utility/laundry rooms and.a study to be incorporated without any disruption to the unbridled splendour of the
main rooms offering impressive fourteen feet (4.4m) high ornate ceilings and three fireplaces. The residence has many modern features such as a recently
replaced boiler with smart thermostat, smart appliances, monitored security system and a fibre to home internet high speed connection. The unimpeachable
quality of materials and craftsmanship is clear in every detail in every room, starting in the entrance hall, which is set just inside the grand entrance hall of the
main house. Solid oak wood floors run throughout the property and are perfectly matched to the solid wood stairs that climb the short distance up to the kitchen,
with carved banisters creating a lovely open gallery above the lower floor beyond.

Ornate wood panelled ceilings grace many of the rooms, and a fine example of the craft greets you in the entrance hall, providing a welcome continuity as it
extends through the kitchen and on to the rear of the house. The kitchen is a premium quality installation that occupies a central mezzanine floor with wooden
stairs and banisters to the front and the rear. Still enjoying a generous eleven feet (3.4 m) high ceiling, the space is abundantly illuminated by an array of full height
windows to the rear, along with a delightful trilogy of original stained-glass windows above the leaded light panels atop the glazed double doors that open directly
onto the rear terrace. A comprehensive range of wall and floor mounted fitted cupboards encircle the space, offering generous storage capacity and ample worktop
area, whilst incorporating a full complement of integrated appliances upgraded in the last few years, as one would expect in a residence of this quality. The
remaining floor space is left open and would easily accept a kitchen table or an island with a breakfast bar. From the entrance hall a short flight of wooden stairs
lead down to a lower ground floor extending back beneath the kitchen. This is a clever use of the double height space and incorporates a well-placed guest
cloakroom, useful utility-and laundry rooms, a good-sized office/study which can be easily converted into a 1,000 wine bottles cellar and/or a gym.

Back on the ground floor, across the entrance hallway is the first bedroom, another room of substantial yet well-balanced proportions. A decorative oak panelled
ceiling stretches above the solid wood floor, linking stylistically with the full height bay window shutters, partially wood panelled walls and a delightful dressing area
with fully fitted wardrobes on a raised mezzanine balcony. This bedroom features a magnificent carved oak 13 feet (4 m) high built-in side cabinet as well as
fireplace surrounding which incorporates Elizabethan period carved oak panels, predating the current house. Within the bedroom, behind a false wall, stairs lead
down to a wonderful en-suite bathroom, complete with standalone claw foot bath and walk-in shower. Occupying the rear corner of the house is the fabulous
living/dining room which served as such for when the house was designed. This is a very large room by any measure, being over thirty-five feet (10.7 m) long and
over twenty-eight feet (8.6 m) wide, and it is bathed in natural light from the glorious floor to ceiling windows that reside within two impressive bays set into east
and south aspects. The ceiling is a stunning piece of art in its own right, with ornate plaster work formed into intricate scalloped shapes with centrally suspended
flower motifs, matching the dramatic impact of the imposing wooden fireplace surround that really celebrates the incredible skill of the master carver that created
it. This is an entertainment space without parallel that will delight and entrance your guests in equal measure. From the far corner of the living/dining room a door
leads into the second bedroom. Another substantial room enjoying a high ceiling and a solid oak floor, but this time with superb oak panelling around the perimeter,
unobtrusively interspersed with built-in cupboards. The room is flooded with light through a full height bay window, beautifully adorned with stained glass panels
forming the upper tier, along with multiple sets of substantial oak shutters (as with all the windows in the residence). A cleverly crafted wrought iron spiral
staircase drops through a banister-ringed aperture to give direct access to a stunning en-suite bathroom below, with a separate bath on a marble plinth along with a
walk-in shower.

Exterior:

The view of the house is one that will never cease to delight you every time you come home. There are two allocated parking spaces, a double car garage, and plenty
of guest parking spaces available. The residence has a particularly good situation with the French doors at the rear of the kitchen opening directly onto lovely
private 4,680 sq. feet (435 m?) private multi-tiered terraces and gardens. Such outdoor space for entertaining and relaxing includes an original Victorian glass
canopy covered elevated terrace, a South facing BBQ/dining area sun-lit through the whole day surrounded by a large variety of aromatic culinary herbs and a very
secluded lower garden with fruit bearing grape vines. Beyond the terraces, the gardens extend into the far distance exhibiting daily wild deers, rabbits, pheasants,
ducks, geese, parrots and a large variety of wild birds. These fabulous, manicured grounds can also be viewed via most of the rooms.

Location:

Gilston Park House is perfectly situated in a semi-rural location on the eastern boundary of Hertfordshire, enjoying hundreds of acres of surrounding historical
villages, forest and farmland with easy access to a vast network of walking trails. Local towns of Sawbridgeworth, Harlow and Bishop's Stortford are within easy
reach. Harlow Town train station (located just 1.5 miles away) offers fast links to Stansted Airport, Tottenham Hale and London Liverpool Street within 20 to 35
minutes via the Stansted Express line. A10, M25 and M11 highways are also within easy reach enabling rapid access to Canary Wharf, London West-End and
London Heathrow Airport within 45 to 60 minutes.
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Bedroom
8.41 x 5.40m
277 x 210"

Gilston Park House, Gilston Park, Gilston CM20 2SF | Price Guide £1,250,000

Kitchen/Entrance Hall

5,45 x 8.08m
171" x 26'%6"
T_-_|_=-q - Living/Dining Room
— ’ 10.70 x 8.64m

! l;_: 851" x 28'4"

Ground Floor

Bedroom
6.38 x 7.18m
20' " x 237"

Study
3.77 x 2.43m
12'5" x 810"

Lower Ground Floor

Total Area: 317.9 m? .., 3421 ft2
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