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Welcome to Summerfield, 120 Aldcliffe Road, Lancaster, LA1 5BE
A truly impressive late Victorian gentleman’s former residence that has a commanding presence on 
one of Lancaster’s primary residential streets. Rich in authentic architectural details, Summerfield 
packs a mighty punch and offers a lifestyle set against a backdrop of the grandeur and elegance of 
a bygone age; embracing beautifully proportioned rooms with high ceilings and tall windows, the 
light filled accommodation offers fabulous space and remarkable scale. Regarded as a local landmark 
it is often admired by passers by and for good reason too, it has immense kerb appeal with three 
statuesque floors of living space as well as a floor of cellar rooms offering both already upgraded room 
and additional scope if more space was required. 

Perfectly in balance with the size of the house the generous gardens are private and secluded thanks 
to the varied and well established trees and shrubs. Set back off the road with views over the front 
garden towards the ever changing vista of the Lancaster Canal there is excellent parking provision and 
a detached double garage all set within an electric gated entrance. The rear garden isn’t overlooked 
and is enclosed to make it safe for children and pets. With a large seating terrace, ample level lawn, low 
upkeep shrubberies and a kitchen garden with orchard, it has open country views towards Lancaster 
Castle over the unspoilt greenery of the neighbouring Fairfield Nature Reserve. Advantageously 
positioned Summerfield enjoys a sunny position that illuminates the handsome sandstone elevations.

Accommodation offers an entrance vestibule and hallway, sitting and dining rooms, home office/snug, 
dining kitchen, cloakroom and rear vestibule. Off the first floor landing are three double bedrooms, a 
bathroom, shower room and laundry room. On the second floor are three further double bedrooms 
– the perfect children’s floor. 

The cellars extend under the entire footprint of the house and provide a lower hallway, seventh double 
bedroom (or a great home office) with ensuite shower room, a games room, walk in shelved pantry 
and two further traditional and presently unmodernised cellar rooms.  Once upon a time the house 
had a conservatory attached, this was sold off decades ago and has now been replaced with a separate 
house, its presence in no way affects the privacy of Summerfield. 

Home is everything and Summerfield has been a much loved one for this family since 2006; now it’s 
the turn of the next owners to create their own perfect family home, one where future memories will 
be made. 
 
Historical note
Local historians Andrew White and Susan Ashworth visited the property and researched the history 
on behalf of the owners. They reported that Summerfield appears to be one of the later houses to be 
built on Aldcliffe Road, the Harrison & Hall map of 1887 doesn’t show a building, but by the Ordnance 
Survey of 1892 it was complete. In the early years it was occupied by Thomas Green, JP who became 
an Alderman of Lancaster, his wife, Jane, their niece, and one servant, Annie Dearden. 

We already lived in Lancaster and had often admired Summerfield from afar. Our 
fourth child was on the way, we had outgrown our last house so to us this really was the 

ultimate, the idea of all of this space, both in the house and garden was absolutely wonderful. 
The location suited us down to the ground as we can walk into the city centre and as they got 
older the children could walk to school. It has worked well for our growing family, we have used 
every single bit of the house and thoroughly enjoyed our time here but with the children off to 
university and jobs, it’s time for us to downsize, we want to stay local as we love all that the city 
has to offer. It’s been a super family house, we’ve loved it all and been very happy here.





Location
Within a Conservation Area, Aldcliffe Road offers the best of both worlds and 
provides an attractive balance to life, all that the busy and bustling city of Lancaster 
has to offer is within walking distance and yet returning home there is a sense of 
peace and tranquility that pervades this smart and very well regarded residential 
street that overlooks historic Lancaster Canal at the front and Fairfield Nature 
Reserve at the back.  Aldcliffe Road has a lot of admirers and it’s not hard to see why, 
there are some beautiful houses along here. 

Lancaster has multi-generational appeal with an established cultural and music 
scene, bars and restaurants offering cuisines from around the world, an excellent 
range of high street and independent shops and a comprehensive provision of 
professional services, two universities (Lancaster and Cumbria) and good healthcare 
with both private and NHS hospitals in the city. Summerfield is convenient for those 
working at the universities and is within walking distance for the hospitals and 
children attending the Grammar Schools or Ripley St Thomas Church of England 
Academy. 

Whether you need to travel for business or love to get out and about for pleasure, 
transport links are to hand with convenient access onto the M6 at either J33 or 
J34 depending on the direction of your travel and a train station scheduling regular 
services to Manchester, London Euston and Edinburgh on the main West Coast line.

The location has really worked for us. As a place to live it’s quiet. 
We really value being able to cross the road, get onto the canal tow 

path and walk in either direction. We’ve got great access to the station, to the 
countryside and to the city centre, with easy walking to the doctors’ surgery and 
hospital.  

Living here we feel we can experience the best of city life and can easily pop in 
for shops, the cinema or meals out but when we look out of the windows there’s 
trees and fields at the back of the house and at the front, the canal. Life on the 
canal and two path is fascinating, it’s an ever-changing view with barges slowing 
passing up, walkers, runners and cyclists… it’s lovely watching the world go by. 







Step inside 
First impressions count and Summerfield has tremendous kerb appeal, three handsome floors of 
imposing late Victorian architecture, golden sandstone elevations, tall sash windows, an impressive 
front door and approach. Crossing the threshold and the period details keep revealing themselves 
and never fail to disappoint. The front vestibule has an original patterned ceramic tiled floor, the 
rear vestibule has one too, but this is a masterly reproduction specially commissioned to replace the 
damaged original. The inner front door from the vestibule into the hall has beautiful etched glass 
panels with floral motifs in the style of the Arts and Crafts Movement, walking through and the hallway 
is welcoming, amply proportioned and the ceiling height soars (it’s a lofty 3.4 meters on the ground 
floor). Ahead is the staircase with its substantial mahogany newel post and pitch pine strings, handrails 
and balusters (the fact that there are three per tread gives an indication of the scale of this impressive 
staircase). Internal doors are pitch pine with burred panels, the rich golden tones chiming well with the 
fingerplates with brass floriated cross inserts. Cast your eyes up and you’ll note the ornate moulded 
plaster cornices, the decorative ceiling roses and in some rooms, picture rails as well. 

The sitting and dining rooms are at the front of the house, both have low window seats and fireplaces. 
The dining room fireplace is an original one, carved of pale grey marble, the one in the sitting room 
isn’t original to the house, but you’d never know as the grey marble surround looks right at home. Both 
rooms look over the front garden towards the canal and the waterside houses opposite. The third 
reception room, the snug, is now used as a home office, being on the rear elevation it enjoys views 
over the back garden and has proved to be a great place to work. There’s a black marble mantelpiece 
with twin alcove cupboards having unusual top curved detailing. Modern office needs are well catered 
for with a fitted desk, open shelves and storage cupboards. For an easy life, all three ground floor 
fireplaces are fitted with gas flame effect fires. 

The kitchen is also at the back of the house and so, like the office, enjoys the afternoon and evening 
sun. French doors open to the flagged terrace and provide a lovely flow in the warmer months when 
the terrace becomes a much-frequented summer sitting and dining area and route to the garden. 
The kitchen strikes a chord of modernity with a sleek and contemporary Sie Matic kitchen from well-
regarded local suppliers Mark Leigh in Lancaster. Extensive storage is provided by the black granite 
topped cabinets and with a large peninsular unit extending into a breakfast bar having space for stools 
making a handy spot for one to sit and chat, whilst the other slowly stirs something on the stove. The 
Miele induction hob and extractor fan are set into an illuminated recess, there’s also a Miele double 
oven and dishwasher.  The tall larder fridge and freezer are both Siemens. There are two doors into 
the dining room enabling good circulation, the dining room has a most unusual floor, centrally there 

are pine floorboards but the perimeter is edged with narrow strips of maple. It’s distinctive and very 
attractive. Like the front vestibule, the rear one has space for coats to be hung as well as boot storage 
and a handy bench so you can perch as you take outside footwear off. The downstairs cloakroom is 
here too, fittings are Victorian in style and continue the character of the house. 

The cellars extend under the entire footprint of the house. Two rooms are in daily use (they are tanked, 
have central heating radiators and engineered oak flooring) and two rooms are virtually untouched 
(one has a stone topped central table) and provide storage as well as possible scope for upgrading. 
There’s an overflow bedroom here, a double room with a window in a light well, fitted double wardrobe 
and an ensuite shower room. The games room has been an absolute boon for a household with four 
children, the space has taken various forms over the years as the children have grown and interests 
have come and gone, but it would also accommodate a gym or hobbies space. The walk-in shelved 
pantry is a great asset and ideal for drinks and bulky storage. 

The imposing staircase and light filled stairwell are defining features of Summerfield, deep treads rise 
gracefully to the first floor via a half landing; it’s worth pausing here to take in the view – you can 
see Lancaster Castle on the horizon, it’s apparently a vantage point for the annual fireworks display. 
Off the landing are three double bedrooms, the principal bedroom had exposed pine floorboards and 
extra tall fitted wardrobes (standard height would have simply looked lost with ceilings this high), 
matching dressing table and bedside units. The bedrooms are served by a bathroom and separate 
shower room, both of which are on the first floor and have Victorian style fittings including a roll top 
tub in the bathroom.  A clever touch is the siting of the laundry room on this floor, there’s little sense in 
taking all of the washing to the ground floor, only to bring it all the way back up once ironed. Here you’ll 
find a cupboard housing the hot water tank so the room stays aired, plumbing for a washing machine 
and space for a condenser drier. There’s extra storage units and a handy sink unit should you need to 
hand wash or soak anything. The pitch pine staircase to the second floor is similar in character and size 
to the main one, this time with single turned balusters. 

The second floor is absolutely perfect for children. Up here all the pine floorboards have been stripped 
and varnished, there are three double bedrooms, this high up you can imagine how fabulous the views 
are, indeed for the largest bedroom at the front you’re on a level with the tops of the trees in the front 
garden, it’s like being in a treehouse, there are also four remote control Velux skylights with fitted 
blinds in this room so it’s exceptionally light too. There’s good ceiling height up here, exposed pine roof 
trusses add character and there are fitted wardrobes or storage in all rooms. 

We’ve found it to be a great house for having friends and family over. Between the sitting and dining rooms and the kitchen we can accommodate quite a number; we tend to host a drinks 
party at Christmas which is always a lovely occasion, we have a tree in the sitting room window – because of the ceiling height we have a particularly tall tree which is impressive and 

enjoyable to decorate. Christmas is particularly special here – the space allows us all to be in the same room when we want to be, but also spread out and do our own thing.

One occasion that springs to mind was when we had a marquee on the back lawn to celebrate a 50th birthday. We had a bar, hog roast and band, it was great fun, very memorable indeed. As you 
can imagine with four children, over the years we’ve had dozens of birthday parties, for the summer ones we’ve been lucky to nearly always have good weather and we’ve been able to be out in the 
garden. As teenagers when the children have had friends over everyone migrates up to the top floor – it’s ideal, we can’t hear them and there’s plenty of floor space for a sleepover. 















Step outside
Arriving at Summerfield and you drive though imposing stone gate posts, the 
electric gates glide open and you can pull up either at the front door or drive down 
the side of the house to the garage, a double with undercroft storage beneath. The 
drive and parking areas are all laid with beautiful granite blocks, a well-considered 
and excellent choice, the colour lifts the aesthetic of the surrounds rather than 
tarmac and unlike gravel, it also means that children may happily ride their scooters 
and bikes. In the front garden sits a large stone lintel, it used to be above the old 
range cooker in the kitchen but when the kitchen was redone it was removed and 
repurposed as a bench, a handy spot to perch with a morning coffee in the sun. At 
the front the houses opposite are set back behind the canal and their gardens so 
there’s a greater feeling of space and privacy than in a road where houses face each 
other directly. 

Awakening the day, the rooms at the front of the house capture the morning sun, it 
then moves round to the back of the house and importantly, the main garden. The 
top terrace by the French windows from the kitchen basks in the last on the sun’s 
rays – sat out here on a warm summer’s evening with a glass of something chilled, 
friends or family gathered round, or just the two of you must be a lovely way to round 
off the day. The back garden is tiered, the main seating area running straight out 
from the house. Steps lead down to the large level lawn, right behind the garage an 
area has been designed to accommodate a trampoline, swing set or climbing frame. 
Beyond the lawn is a fence (to protect what lies beyond from stray footballs and the 
like), there’s an apple and pear orchard and a kitchen garden with a shed and raised 
beds separated by gravel and block paved paths.

Throughout the garden planting is mainly trees and shrubs which were all carefully 
chosen to provide screening, increased privacy as well as seasonal interest through 
structure and colour. Outside there are hot and cold water taps as well as a selection 
of lights, some of which are on motion sensors as well as uplighters under a number 
of the trees. 

On a warm day we open the French windows in the kitchen and 
all gravitate outside; it’s like an extra room for us. We set up the 

barbecue here or simply cook inside and take everything outside, it’s so 
convenient to just wander back and forth – the terrace gets the last of the sun 
too which is a bonus. 

We created the back garden almost from scratch. With four children we needed 
a big lawn for games and robust shrubs and plants that would withstand 
ball games. It’s very much a spring garden with daffodils planted in the beds 
along the edges of the lawn. In the new year there’s a beautiful camellia by 
the front door, it has red and pink alternating petals; most unusual. We’ve lots 
of rhododendrons around the garden in pinks and purples, bright reds and a 
creamy peach which follows the colour scheme in the general planting. 







Agents notes: All measurements are approximate and for general guidance only and whilst every attempt has been made 
to ensure accuracy, they must  not be relied on. The fixtures, fittings and appliances referred to have not been tested and 
therefore no guarantee can be given that they are in working order. Internal photographs are reproduced for general 
information and it must not be inferred that any item shown is included with the property. For a free valuation, contact 
the numbers listed on the brochure. Printed 18.10.2023



FURTHER INFORMATION

M6 J33  5.2 miles

M6 J34  3 miles

Preston  22.5 miles

Manchester  55  miles

Manchester airport  61 miles

Liverpool airport  68 miles

Windermere  30 miles

The above journey distances are for 
approximate guidance only and have been 
sourced from the fastest route on the AA 
website from the property postcode. 

On the road
Mains electricity, gas, water and drainage. Gas 
fired central heating from a pair of Worcester 

boilers which work in tandem. Electric 
underfloor heating in the kitchen as well as 

an under unit plinth heater. Fire and security 
alarms. 

Services

Directions
what3words: ///clever.splashes.yards

Use Sat Nav LA1 5BE with reference to the 
directions below:

Approaching from Lancaster city centre on the one 
way system, drive through impressive Dalton Square 
and pass Lancaster Town Hall on the left. Straight 
through the first set of lights (Magistrates’ Court 
on the left) and at the second set, proceed straight 
ahead onto Aldcliffe Road. Pass Aldi on the right and 
continue as the road follows the route of Lancaster 
Canal (on your left), Summerfield is on the right, it’s 
No.120 so keep an eye on the houses numbers. Pull in 
to the gated driveway, there’s plenty of parking. 

Rail Journeys
The station is within walking distance of 
Summerfield. 

57mins

2hr,  
30mins

Manchester (Piccadilly)  

London (Euston)

Lancaster City Council 

Local Authority 

2hr,  
17mins Edinburgh

Internet Speed
Fibre Internet - Download speeds of 900Mbps 
and Upload speeds of 110 Mbps. 

Based on approximate direct train journey times 
from Lancaster station. Train service durations 
vary, please check nationalrail.co.uk for further 
details. 

Please note
The property is semi-detached. 
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Guide price  £ 1 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0

Great walks nearby
Along Lancaster Canal either into town or out into the countryside
Through Aldcliffe village and down to the River Lune
Lancaster quayside to Glasson Dock
Williamson Park has many paths around the historic landscaped 
grounds

If you fancy something a little more challenging then the beauty 
of Lancaster is that two National Parks (the Lake District and the 
Yorkshire Dales), two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and 
the undulating beauty of the Lune Valley are all within driving 
distance for great days out. 

In the Lakes there are Wainwright’s 214 Lakeland fells to explore 
and in the Dales you might decide to take on the famous Three 
Peak challenge (Ingleborough, Whernside and Pen-y-ghent). 
The AONB of Silverdale and Arnside provides delightful coastal 
countryside to explore and The Forest of Bowland covers  32 sq 
miles of fells, deep valleys, ancient woodlands, sprawling heather 
and peat moorland. From Lancaster The Lune Valley Ramble is 
a very pleasant level route of 16.5 miles tracing the course of 
the River Lune’s lower reaches through some beautiful lowland 
countryside.

Included in the sale
Fitted carpets, curtains, curtain poles, blinds, light 

fittings and kitchen appliances (both integral and free 
standing) as itemised.  

Local eateries
City living offers plenty of great choices for every occasion and 
budget, here are a few of our favourites 

Informal dining, cafes and pubs
From Atkinsons Coffee Roasters choose from The Castle, The 
Hall or the Music Room
Stop off at The Water Witch or The White Cross after a canal 
side walk
The Sun Hotel

The Quarterhouse
Journey Social
Buccellis Italian
Brew

Special occasions
Quite Simply French
Now or Never by Journey Social

Local leisure activities
Lancaster Golf Club
3-1-5 Health Club
Swimming, gym, climbing wall, tennis, badminton and squash facilities at the university
There are thriving football, rugby and cricket clubs

Council tax band - G

Tenure - Freehold

Schools
Primary
Dallas Road Primary School
Scotforth Primary School
Moorside Primary School
St Bernadette’s Catholic Primary School

Secondary
LGGS, Lancaster Girls Grammar School
LRGS, Lancaster Royal Grammar School
Ripley St Thomas CoE Academy
Central Lancaster High School
Our Lady’s Catholic College

Higher education
Lancaster University
University of Cumbria in Lancaster
Lancaster and Morecambe College

Places to visit
Lancaster Castle and Priory
Ashton Memorial and Butterfly House at Williamson Park
Museums: Lancaster Maritime and City Museums and Judges’ 
Lodgings 
The Storey (an arts centre)

The Dukes and the Lancaster Grand Theatre
Williamson Park hosts open air theatre during the summer
The Dukes and Vue cinemas 
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FINE & COUNTRY
Fine & Country is a global network of estate 
agencies specialising in the marketing, sale 
and rental of luxury residential property.  With 
offices in the UK, Australia, Egypt, France, 
Hungary, Italy, Malta, Namibia, Portugal, 
Russia, South Africa, Spain, The Channel 
Islands, UAE, USA and West Africa we combine 
the widespread exposure of the international 
marketplace with the local expertise and 
knowledge of carefully selected independent 
property professionals. 

Fine & Country appreciates the most exclusive 
properties require a more compelling, 
sophisticated and intelligent presentation - 
leading to a common, yet uniquely exercised and 
successful strategy emphasising the lifestyle 
qualities of the property.  

This unique approach to luxury homes 
marketing delivers high quality, intelligent 
and creative concepts for property promotion 
combined with the latest technology and 
marketing techniques.

We understand moving home is one of the most 
important decisions you make; your home is both 
a financial and emotional investment. With Fine 
& Country you benefit from the local knowledge, 
experience, expertise and contacts of  
a well trained, educated and courteous team 
of professionals, working to make the sale or 
purchase of your property as stress free as 
possible.



Fine & Country
Tel: +44 (0)1524 380560
sales@fineandcountry-lakes.co.uk
19, Castle Hill, Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 1YN




