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Bridport 7 miles , Axminster 8 miles (London Waterloo 2 hours 41 minutes), Lyme Regis 10 miles

A substantial country manor house in the heart of West Dorset, Marshwood Manor offers
a rare combination of elegant period living, beautifully designed holiday cottages, and
versatile event spaces. Set within glorious gardens and unspoilt countryside near to the
Jurassic Coast, the property is also home to a successful wedding and events business,
making it ideal for those seeking both a lifestyle and income-generating opportunity in a
truly idyllic setting.

• Wedding Venue • 10.86 Acres

• Substantial Manor House • Modern Agricultural Barns

• Gardens & Grounds | Woodland • Five Cottages

• Freehold • EPC F

Guide Price £2,750,000



Situation
Marshwood Manor is a stunning country property set at the end of a long private drive in the heart of the unspoilt Marshwood Vale,
West Dorset. Surrounded by rolling hills and open fields, it enjoys outstanding views and a rare combination of tranquillity and
accessibility. The nearby village of Marshwood offers a primary school and church.

Located just 7 miles from the market town of Bridport and 5 miles from the renowned Jurassic Coast, the manor is within easy
reach of the charming seaside town of Lyme Regis, known for its sandy and shingle beaches.

Excellent transport links include the A303 (14 miles), the M5 motorway via Taunton or Exeter, and rail services from Axminster to
London Waterloo (from 2 hours 41 minutes). Additional rail connections from Exeter St David’s and Taunton serve London
Paddington, and Exeter Airport offers domestic and international flights.

The area is rich in recreational opportunities, including water sports, sailing, sea fishing, and coastal walking along the South West
Coast Path. Dining options are plentiful, with local pubs, restaurants, and cafes scattered throughout the region.

Families are well served by a range of highly regarded independent schools such as Sherborne, Leweston, Canford, Millfield, and
King’s Bruton, as well as Blundell’s, Exeter School, and Perrott Hill across the Devon and Somerset borders.

Marshwood Manor
This delightful 19th-century country residence, with later additions, is a fine example of period architecture blended with elegant,
modern living. Approached via a long, private drive, the house impresses immediately with its attractive brick elevations and
charming rural setting.

Internally, the property boasts high ceilings, generous proportions, and a wealth of character features typical of its era. A welcoming
central entrance hall with fireplace leads to the principal reception rooms,.

The kitchen/breakfast room is a highlight, enjoying views over the gardens and fields beyond. It features parquet flooring, an AGA,
and space for a large dining table—perfect for informal family meals. Adjacent is a well-proportioned dining room with doors opening
to the garden and views across open farmland. Beyond lies the drawing room, an impressive, double-aspect space with French
doors leading to a stone terrace, ideal for entertaining or relaxing in a tranquil setting.

To the rear of the house is a secondary kitchen, ideal for food preparation or entertaining on a larger scale. Further practical features
include a boot room, utility room, and access to extensive cellars. A rear hallway offers access to a generous additional reception
room, with French doors opening onto a charming walled garden, as well as a library/study, perfect for working from home.

Upstairs, the elegant proportions continue with eight spacious bedrooms, five of which benefit from en suite facilities. Two additional
bathrooms serve the remaining bedrooms. There is also extensive unconverted attic space, offering potential for further
accommodation, subject to the necessary planning consents.

The Cottages
The cottages at Marshwood Manor comprise a collection of beautifully refurbished barn conversions, set around a central courtyard
within a peaceful and picturesque estate. Each of the seven cottages offers its own unique charm and character, with
accommodation ranging from cosy two-bedroom retreats to spacious four-bedroom homes. All are well presented and thoughtfully
equipped, ideal for holiday letting, group gatherings, or event accommodation. Guests have access to the wider estate, including
meadows, woodland walks, and tranquil outdoor spaces, making it a perfect setting for weddings, countryside escapes, and
relaxed rural experiences.

Notable cottages include The Old Forge, a single-storey cottage with three bedrooms and a private garden; The Hay Loft, a four-
bedroom home ideal for families or groups. Smaller cottages such as The Tack Room, The Old Stable, and The Grain Store each
offer a blend of comfort and character, complete with wood burners, private gardens, and well-equipped interiors. Each cottage
has been designed to combine rustic charm with modern convenience, ensuring a high-quality and memorable stay for guests.



Woodland Ceremonies at Marshwood Manor
Nestled within the woodland of Marshwood Manor’s estate, the licensed outdoor ceremony area known as the woodland wedding
'chapel'- offers one of the most atmospheric open-air venues in the country. With seating for up to 80 guests, this unique space has
become a sought-after location for weddings and has featured in numerous bridal publications and blogs. Beyond ceremonies, the
natural amphitheatre lends itself equally well to outdoor performances, intimate concerts, and theatrical events, offering future owners
a versatile and marketable events setting.

Conveniently located just steps from the courtyard cottages, the woodland ceremony site offers seamless transitions from
preparation to celebration. Guests can take scenic strolls through the estate’s meadows and woods, while photographers capture
candid moments among moss covered trees, winding paths, and lush greenery. Whether for an elopement, a full-scale wedding, or
a small vow renewal, the woodland venue embraces the beauty of nature and offers unparalleled privacy

Wedding Venue
Marshwood Manor offers a diverse range of event spaces, each with its own distinct character and layout flexibility - key factors in its
success as a multi-purpose venue. Designed to accommodate everything from intimate woodland ceremonies to large-scale
receptions, wellness retreats, creative pop-ups, and exclusive private hire, the estate’s configuration enables year-round, versatile
use.

The Hay Barn is rich in original features, with exposed brickwork, a soaring vaulted ceiling, and large barn doors that open onto a
glass-covered terrace. Able to accommodate ceremonies of up to 120 guests and suitable for dining for around 80, it functions as a
beautifully adaptable space, suitable for a variety of themes and event formats. Adjoining the barn, the glass-covered terrace is a
valuable all-weather extension, popular for relaxed suppers, post-ceremony drinks, Sunday brunches, or as a chill-out lounge. It
connects the indoor and outdoor elements of an event with ease and is regularly used across the full weekend of celebrations.

The adjacent bar and lounge provide a warm, sociable hub for guests - ideal for receptions, drinks service, or quieter moments
away from the main event. With a blend of rustic charm and contemporary comfort, it’s well suited to both daytime and evening use.

The Courtyard offers a generous, enclosed space with a raised dais at its centre - perfect for ceremonies in the round or as a stage
for live music and evening entertainment. It is often used for receptions, and can easily accommodate over 250 guests, making it one
of the estate’s most functional open-air zones.

The lawn in front of the manor serves as the primary marquee site. Framed by formal planting and with views toward the estate, it
offers an elegant setting for larger gatherings and wedding breakfasts. The hay meadow itself remains one of the most visually
striking elements of the property, with panoramic 360-degree countryside views. It is particularly popular for photography or
welcome drinks 

With its compelling blend of indoor and outdoor areas and exclusive-use format, Marshwood Manor has been the backdrop for a
wide range of successful events. Its layout allows the ability to tailor experiences to the needs of diverse clientele - ranging from
weddings and wellness retreats to creative residencies and seasonal gatherings.

Outside
Marshwood Manor is set within well maintained grounds, with expansive lawns, entertaining terraces, a walled garden, and an
orchard providing a picturesque and peaceful setting around the main house. Beyond the formal gardens lie one paddock and an
orchard, offering open green space with views across the surrounding countryside. To the rear of the events area are two large
agricultural barns, offering extensive and practical storage or further potential, completing the estate’s impressive and versatile
amenity offering.

Facilities
Marshwood Manor also features a superb selection of communal and event spaces that enhance its appeal for group gatherings
and celebrations. A stylish bar and games room offers a welcoming setting for guests to socialise and unwind, while the adjoining
party barn - complete with a glass-covered terrace overlooking paddocks and woodland—provides an ideal venue for special
occasions. These versatile spaces combine character and comfort, making the estate perfectly suited to both relaxed get-togethers
and more formal events.

Agents Note
There are two public foot paths located on the property, which are marked on the boundary plan. The driveway is owned by
Marshwood Manor, with Oakwood Farm and Wood House both having a right of access to their properties.



IMPORTANT: Stags gives notice that: 1. These particulars are a general guide to the description of the property and are not to be relied upon for any purpose. 2. These particulars
do not constitute part of an offer or contract. 3. We have not carried out a structural survey and the services, appliances and fittings have not been tested or assessed. Purchasers
must satisfy themselves. 4. All photographs, measurements, floorplans and distances referred to are given as a guide only. 5. It should not be assumed that the property has all
necessary planning, building regulation or other consents. 6. Whilst we have tried to describe the property as accurately as possible, if there is anything you have particular concerns
over or sensitivities to, or would like further information about, please ask prior to arranging a viewing.






