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An elegant late-Georgian country house set in over four acres 
of beautiful, mature gardens and grounds.

Summary of accommodation
Reception hall | Drawing room | Dining room | Back hall | Garden room | Study | Kitchen/breakfast room | Pantry | Utility room | Cloakroom 

Courtyard with outhouses

Part-galleried landing | Principal bedroom with en suite bath and shower room | Four further double bedrooms | Family bath and shower room  

Separate WC | Sewing room

Parking | Garaging | Boiler house and biomass pellet store | Outbuilding incorporating four separate stores | Rear courtyard | Garden and grounds 

(organic) | Pond | Kitchen garden (organic) with greenhouse | Woodland

In all about 4.63 acres

Distances
Monkleigh 1.5 miles, Bideford 3.5 miles, A39 4.5 miles, Great Torrington 5.5 miles, Peppercombe Beach 7 miles, Barnstaple 13 miles 

Exmoor National Park 24 miles, M5 45 miles, Exeter city centre 48 miles, Exeter Airport 54 miles (London City Airport 1 hour)  

(All distances and times are approximate)



Location
The Dower House has a lovely rural setting on the western side of the River 

Torridge valley, five minutes from the village of Monkleigh, which has good 

amenities including a parish church, highly rated pub (The Bell Inn Tripadvisor 

4.5), primary school Ofsted rated Good) and village hall. Bideford, an historic 

port town and the major town in the Torridge District with a population of 

about 14,500 is conveniently nearby offering a wide choice of shops and local 

businesses including several supermarkets plus GP, dental and veterinary 

practices.  The much larger town of Barnstaple is just half an hour away 

with wider amenities including a train station with a regular rail service to 

Exeter (1 hour 15 minutes).  For flights Exeter Airport is just over an hour 

away connecting to several UK and international destinations, including 

a regular, 1-hour service to London City Airport.  There is a wide choice of 

schools both from the State and independent sectors including five primary 

schools (OFSTED rated Good) within a three-mile radius and a selection of 

independent schools across the wider area.

The Dower House
Surrounded by just under four acres of breathtaking gardens and grounds, The 

Dower House is a slice of heaven set in unspoilt countryside that was formerly 

part of the ancient and historic Annery Estate. The house was commissioned 

in the early 1800s by the then owner of the estate, William Tardrew, as a home 

for his mother-in-law.  The main house, a large, neo-classical mansion, used 

to stand a short distance away until it was demolished in 1958 and today 

just The Dower House and some of the attendant estate buildings remain 

providing an enchanting setting. It has been the much-loved family home 

of the current owners for the past 40 years and the house and garden are 

testament to the care and attention lavished upon them.   The house is a 

beautiful example of a classic, late Georgian country house from arguably the 

most elegant period of British architecture. Typical features with the design 

include a stuccoed exterior topped with a parapet concealing its Welsh slate 

roof and a continuous, partially glazed veranda supported by Doric pillars.  It is 

beautifully presented both inside and out and the interior is equally impressive, 

with many original architectural fittings including a beautiful front staircase lit 

by natural light flowing in through a bow window, several gorgeous fireplaces 

and graceful joinery in abundance.



It has four reception rooms on the ground floor with the east-facing drawing 

room and south-facing dining room positioned either side of the hall with 

lovely views out over the garden. The kitchen/breakfast room is adjacent 

to the dining room and south facing with plenty of room for a good-sized 

kitchen table. It is fitted with handmade, painted timber units, a range built-

in electric appliances and a two-oven AGA.  At the back of the house is a 

fabulous garden room with a sunken floor and vaulted ceiling. Upstairs there 

are five double bedrooms looking out over the grounds to the countryside 

beyond.
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Kitchen /
Breakfast Room

5.36 x 3.30m
17'7'' x 10'10''

Utility Room
4.20 x 1.90m
13'9'' x 6'3'' Dining Room

5.90 x 3.80m
19'4'' x 12'6''

Office
3.01 x 1.89m
9'11'' x 6'2''

Sitting Room
7.53 x 3.88m
24'8'' x 12'9''

Garden Room
8.09 x 2.88m
26'7'' x 9'5''

Ground Floor
Area: 149.3 m² ... 1607 ft²

Greenhouse
11.32 x 3.10m
37'2'' x 10'2''

Garage
5.89 x 4.74m
19'4'' x 15'7''

Garage
4.74 x 2.94m
15'7'' x 9'8''

Gardeners Sheds

Bedroom 3
4.20 x 3.50m
13'9'' x 11'6''

Bedroom 5
3.32 x 2.71m
10'11'' x 8'11''

Bedroom 2
4.20 x 3.88m
13'9'' x 12'9''

Bedroom 4
3.88 x 3.17m
12'9'' x 10'5''

Bedroom 1
5.18 x 4.20m
17'0'' x 13'9''

Pellet Store

First Floor
Area: 142.8 m² ... 1537 ft²

Approximate Gross Internal Floor Area 
292.0 sq m / 3144 sq ft  
(excluding Outbuildings)

This plan is for guidance only and must not be relied upon as 
a statement of fact. Attention is drawn to the Important Notice 
on the last page of the text of the Particulars.
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  Storage

  Outside

Outbuildings 
The Dower House is approached along a nearly 300 yard long drive lined on 

either side by a belt of mature woodland. The drive ends at a parking area 

with space for several cars alongside the west-facing side of the house. 

Beside the parking area is a former coach house that has been adapted to 

garage three cars. Planning permission was granted to convert the building 

into ancillary accommodation but this has since lapsed. However, as the 

previous consent established precedent, there is a reasonable likelihood 

that consent would be granted in the future if applied for. 

Behind the house on its northern side is a walled and cobbled courtyard, 

which has direct access to the kitchen via French windows and serves as 

a well-sheltered and charming spot for outside lunch or supper parties. 

Along one side of the courtyard is an outbuilding incorporating four separate 

stores. A flight of stone steps at one end of the outbuilding leads up to the 

garden and beneath it is a cold area for keeping food fresh and cool. 

Gardens and grounds
The gardens and grounds at The Dower House are absolutely magnificent 

and are a true feature of the property. The formal garden extends around 

two sides of the house and consist of a series of terraced, lawns fringed by 

deep, richly stocked borders, all enclosed by a rich variety of broadleaf and 

evergreen trees that provide complete privacy. Extending the full width of 

the south-facing side of the house is a deep, paved terrace bounded by a 

large, half-moon shaped pond with steps on the far side dropping down to 

the lawn below. Beyond the eastern end of the formal garden is a superb 

ornamental kitchen garden with shaped beds laid out radially from a central 

point like the spokes of a wheel. It is overlooked by a 40ft long greenhouse 

and enclosed partly by a tall wall and partly be a thick tall yew hedge. Within 

the kitchen garden and dotted around the garden are a variety of fruit trees.

Services
Mains water and electricity. Private drainage (septic tank). Biomass-fired 

central heating. Photovoltaic panels. Electric AGA. Well. Water storage tank 

beneath lawn
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Fixtures and fittings: A list of the fitted carpets, curtains, light fittings and other items fixed to the property which are 
included in the sale (or may be available by separate negotiation) will be provided by the Seller’s Solicitors.  
Important Notice: 1. Particulars: These particulars are not an offer or contract, nor part of one. You should not rely on 
statements by Knight Frank LLP in the particulars or by word of mouth or in writing (“information”) as being factually 
accurate about the property, its condition or its value. Neither Knight Frank LLP nor any joint agent has any authority to 
make any representations about the property, and accordingly any information given is entirely without responsibility on 
the part of the agents, seller(s) or lessor(s). 2. Photos, Videos etc: The photographs, property videos and virtual viewings 
etc. show only certain parts of the property as they appeared at the time they were taken. Areas, measurements and 
distances given are approximate only. 3. Regulations etc: Any reference to alterations to, or use of, any part of the 
property does not mean that any necessary planning, building regulations or other consent has been obtained. A buyer 
or lessee must find out by inspection or in other ways that these matters have been properly dealt with and that all 
information is correct. 4. VAT: The VAT position relating to the property may change without notice. 5. To find out how we 
process Personal Data, please refer to our Group Privacy Statement and other notices at https://www.knightfrank.com/
legals/privacy-statement.  
Particulars dated June 2024. Photographs and videos dated May 2024. 
All information is correct at the time of going to print. Knight Frank is the trading name of Knight Frank LLP. Knight Frank 
LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC305934. Our registered 
office is at 55 Baker Street, London W1U 8AN.  We use the term ‘partner’ to refer to a member of Knight Frank LLP, or an 
employee or consultant.  A list of members names of Knight Frank LLP may be inspected at our registered office. If you 
do not want us to contact you further about our services then please contact us by either calling 020 3544 0692,  
email to marketing.help@knightfrank.com or post to our UK Residential Marketing Manager at our registered office 
(above) providing your name and address. Brochure by wordperfectprint.com

Directions (Postcode: EX39 5JN) 
What3Words: supposing.dinner.backfired

From the Heywood Road Roundabout on the A39, Take the exit onto 

Heywood Road/A386, signed to Bideford. Continue on the A386 for just over 

three miles and then turn right onto the A388, signed to Monkleigh. After 

one mile turn into the former driveway to the Annery Estate, flanked on both 

sides by curved stone walls with the roof of the former, two storey gate lodge 

visible on the left behind tall evergreen hedging. Follow the drive for 150 to 

a fork. Take the left fork and the driveway entrance to the property will be 

found on the left after about 120 yards.

Property information
Tenure: Freehold

Local Authority: Torridge District Council (www.torridge.gov.uk).

Council Tax: Band G

EPC Rating: G




