An impressive unlisted coastal country house set in just over three acres
Holworth House

of private land above Ringstead Bay, with unrivalled views across the
English Channel. The house, which is in need of considerable renovation,
I : a -v ( E HOI\'VOIth’ Dor set, DT2 8N-J is steeped in history and offers a once in a lifetime opportunity to
. create something truly magical.
LT L T Ty — GUIDE PRICE: £2,500,000
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Overview

A rare chance to purchase a sizeable unlisted country house,
set in its own private gardens and grounds, above the stunning
Jurassic coastline of South Dorset.

The house, which has incredible sea views, offers a central
hall, three main reception rooms, kitchen/family room,
pantry, utility room, scullery, internal workshop, store,
cloakroom, two downstairs WCs, eight bedrooms, three
bathrooms, a former chapel ripe for conversion, two garages,
driveway and parking. The house sits in just over three acres
of gardens and mature woodland with terraced front lawns
gently sloping down to the cliffside.

Key Features

— A SUBSTANTIAL COASTAL COUNTRY HOUSE

— A ONCE IN A GENERATION OPPORTUNITY

— JUST OVER 3 ACRES OF LAND

— BREATHTAKING SEA VIEWS

— PRIVATE SITUATION

— IN NEED OF RENOVATION (UNLISTED)

— OVER 5000 SQUARE FOOT OF ACCOMMODATION
— 8 BEDROOMS, 4 RECEPTIONS

— KITCHEN/FAMILY ROOM

— FORMER CHAPEL AND GARAGING

— SEVERAL DERELICT OUTBUILDINGS
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A Brief History

The grounds of Holworth House, and the surrounding
area, were once part of the lands of Milton Abbey and
there is evidence of the remains of monastic dwellings,
possibly cells, much older than the current buildings.
In the late 19th Century, the main house was built as a
generous holiday home.

One of the previous owners, Dr Linklater, a prebend

of St Paul’s Cathedral, conducted worship for the local
community, eventually adapting or building what is now
known as The Chapel (now deconsecrated) with stone
mullion windows much older than the building itself.

The balcony and veranda were designed by renowned
local architects Crickmay & Sons in 1929.

In 1936 the house was purchased by Major John “Jack”
Churchill (brother of Winston) who enjoyed it as a holiday
home with his wife, two children, friends and grandchildren.
There is film footage of the family at the house on the
Imperial War Museum website (do get in touch if you would
like the link). Jack’s son, Peregrine and his wife sold the
house in 1982 to the current owners, the first family to live
in it all year round to the present day.



Immediate Area

Holworth House sits just above the cliffs that tower over the
National Trust’s Ringstead Bay, looking out towards Portland
and the English Channel beyond. Holworth consists of a
small number of scattered private houses along with

a clifftop chapel, St Catherine’s by the Sea.

The village of Owermoigne lies some 2 miles to the north
and has The Wild Partridge farm shop (a favourite of our
clients that is bursting with fresh produce), a village hall,
cricket club and church.

Winfrith Newburgh is just over 3 miles away and has

The Jurassic Coast farm shop (with a superb meat counter
and comprehensive selection of wines), a shop and post
office, a pub, pre-school and primary school, a church
and a village hall. The larger towns of Dorchester (6.5
miles), Weymouth (10 miles) and Wareham (10.5 miles) all
have more comprehensive high street shops, restaurants
and supermarkets as well as mainline train services into
London. The village of Wool (5.5 miles) is about

2.5 hours from London Waterloo by direct train.

The house has some fantastic walks from the door and
many opportunities for wild swimming, such as from

the pebble beach below the house. Lulworth Cove and
Durdle Door are just a few miles away along the spectacular
World Heritage Jurassic Coastline.
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The House

The house dates back to the late 1800s, with later additions.
Built mainly of natural stone with a pebbledash rendered
finish. The roof is a mixture of Purbeck stone tiles and
natural slate. The projecting balcony to the front is of
concrete and steel construction with terracotta tile floor,
brick pillars with pre-cast concrete capstones and a timber
balustrade, all supported by brick piers to the veranda below.
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Interior

A storm porch to the west side takes you into an internal
porch. To the left is a cloakroom/boot room with a
separate WC. Ahead, a glass-panelled door leads into the
wide central hallway. On the right is the 36ft drawing
room. Two sets of floor-to-ceiling double doors lead out to
the veranda and present the views across the lawn to the
sea beyond. The drawing room has another glazed door

to the veranda at one end, a fireplace with wood-burning

stove and built-in shelving.

Continuing down the hall and past the staircase leading to

the 1st floor is the formal dining room. Again, this room
takes in the best of the views with double doors out to

the front. Two sets of sash windows are to one side and a
fireplace with wood-burning stove to the other. The dining
table expands to comfortably seat up to 16 people. After the
main staircase the hall turns to the left and next you will find
the old library. This room has been used as a study more
recently but could be a cosy snug in the winter months,

with another fireplace and gas stove.






Next you reach the fantastic kitchen/family room.
Remodelled by the current owners, it is a light and airy space
for family and friends to pile into. A central island provides
plenty of workspace with storage under and a Belfast sink.
The rest of the kitchen i1s mainly freestanding units with a
Lacanche range cooker with gas hobs over. Four skylights,
floor-to-ceiling windows and a glass-panelled door to the
outside provide lots of natural light. To one end the kitchen
has a wide arched opening to a further space with

a fireplace, gas stove and built-in cupboards.

OfAT the kitchen are several other useful rooms that could
be converted further. These include a scullery, utility with

original butler’s cupboards, an internal workshop and store.

Through the far end of the kitchen is a good sized pantry
/cold room, a further WC, back staircase and door to

outside at the rear.

Upstairs the main hall is mirrored by the landing above.
Here you will find eight bedrooms, one with an ensuite,

and two further bathrooms. The three main bedrooms to
the front all have double doors out to the balcony and have
the best of the views out to sea. Many of the bedrooms have
original built-in wardrobes, cupboards and fireplaces. At the

end of the landing there are further doors out to the balcony.
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The Chapel

Long deconsecrated, the pretty chapel offers great scope

for conversion into an annexe, games room, party barn,
recording studio or whatever you desire (subject to planning).
Built from natural stone under a slate roof, an interesting
feature is the two stone mullion windows to the front, that
are believed to be considerably older than the chapel,
possibly removed from another ecclesiastical building.

EAVES HOLWORTH HOUSE DORSET

INTERIOR

The building has retained the main former chapel space with
two sets of stone mullion windows and a door to the front,
with a further window and door to the rear. The vaulted,
wood clad ceiling gives a good sense of space. Off the

main room is a shower room with plumbing for a washing

machine, and a separate small kitchen.

To the side are two useful garages/stores with timber

doors to the rear.
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Outside

The house 1s approached via a private driveway. The driveway
swoops down towards the house and parking area where you

are suddenly hit by the incredible views beyond to the sea.

The house sits in a plot of just over 3 acres, a mixture of
gardens and mature woodland. Cleared pathways through
the woods lead you out to the top of the cliff at the end of the
garden where you can see down to the bay below (the beach

at Ringstead Bay 1s only accessible by foot or by water.

To the front of the house is the main lawn. Here the family,
and families before, have enjoyed sports such as croquet,
pitched marquees for parties and weddings, or just walked
the lush grass, all with the backdrop of the sea beyond.

Mown pathways lead to further secret clearings dotted around
the grounds. There is a pond to one side and remnants of
formal terraced beds with steps leading up to the former
kitchen garden - now a grove of trees. There are several
derelict structures in the grounds - a summerhouse/servant’s
quarters in the east wood, a wooden shed known as the stables
to the west, and a third garage and generator shed to the
north. Again, the history of the gardens can be seen in the
Churchill family’s home videos from their time at Holworth
House (links available on request).
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Directions

The house can be approached from 2 directions.
Both are rough tracks, one in better condition than
the other. For this reason, we suggest meeting in the
National Trust carpark at Ringstead bay. From here
we can guide you down to the house. Please ring for
further information.

WHAT3WORDS ///MAMMOTHS.POPS.VILLAS

Services

Mains electricity, mains water, private drainage, LPG bottled
gas for the range and gas fireplaces.

Local Authority

Dorset Council - Band H

Eaves Notes

Holworth House is not listed, nor in a conservation area
but is within an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Buyers should be aware that they will need to allow a
considerable budget for renovation works. A geological
survey has been commissioned and will be available upon
request. The house has a private driveway but be aware
that the 2 lanes that lead to the driveway are rough tracks.
The current owners use their own cars but a 4x4 would be

much more suitable.
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Eaves

WWW.EAVESHOUSE.COM

Contact Us

01935 571049 FOLLOW:
INFO@EAVESHOUSE.COM @EAVES.HOUSE

OPENING HOURS

MON — FRI:

09:00 AM TO 17:30 PM

SATURDAY:

09:00 AM TO 13:00 PM

SUNDAY: Viewings strictly

BY APPOINTMENT by appointment only.

In accordance with the Property Mis-Description Act 1991, the following details have been
prepared in good faith, and are not intended to constitute part of an offer or contract.
Any information contained herein (whether in the text, plans or photographs) is given in
good faith but should not be relied upon as being a statement of representation of fact.
Nothing in these Particulars shall be deemed to be a statement that the property is in
good condition or otherwise nor that any services or facilities are in good working order.

Any measurements of distances referred to herein are approximate only. June 2024.




