
Merry Harriers Garden Centre

W o o l s e r y ,  B i d e f o r d ,  D e v o n ,  E X 3 9  5 Q H

G U I D E  P R I C E :  £ 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

Christie.com reference 4211050



O V E R V I E W

Christie & Co are delighted to bring 

to the market this fantastic 

business and property which 

includes a large established and 

highly profitable garden centre and 

restaurant with a range of 

concessions bringing additional 

revenue streams and further 

buildings now ready to be let. The 

garden centre also includes a 

highly popular tourist attraction 

The Gnome Reserve.

The site has been owner run for 

many years and includes a 

substantial detached property 

which sits on a large circa 11 acre 

site with a private lake and 

planning permission to build 4 

waterside holiday lodges.



K E Y  I N V E S T M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S

Freehold site in the region of 17 

acres

Freehold site in the region of 17 

acres

Large 6 bedroom detached 

owners house

YE 30-Sept-23

Adjusted Net Profit £412,279 Concession income

To take a virtual tour of the property, please use the link below:

Merry Harriers Garden Centre – virtual tour 

Planning permission for 4 

holiday lodges

Funding available via Christie 

Finance, subject to status

https://bakerlile-360virtualtours23.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/merryharriers/index.htm


christie.com
T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y

Merry Harriers Garden Centre is a 

unique proposition offering a 

substantial amount of land with a 

fantastic owners accommodation as 

well as a strong trading garden centre 

and restaurant business.

The Gnome garden is an excellent 

leisure destination in this popular 

tourist area and helps drive footfall 

throughout the summer season, where 

many garden centres see a decline in 

visitors as people are away on holidays. 

Furthermore the property has planning 

permission to develop its own leisure 

business by building the 4 holiday 

lodges. 

The property also has a number of retail 

units that are not currently occupied 

and could be readily let to concessions 

such as farm shops, pet care companies 

or the like. Alternatively the new owner 

could occupy the space and increase 

the revenue of the business.



L O C AT I O N

Merry Harriers Garden Centre is located in Woolsery in the 

historic port town of Bideford which is on the estuary of the 

River Torridge in North Devon.

The Property itself is surrounded by countryside and 

farmland but is also approximately a quarter of a mile from 

the A39 which is part of the North Devon Link Road that 

serves as a gateway to northern Devon and northern 

Cornwall, connecting the regions to the rest of Devon and 

the UK via the M5.

The latest census data shows that 117,170 people live 

within a 25km radius of the site. The demographic 

reports also indicate that this is an affluent area with 

higher than average home ownership, with 41.8% 

owning their homes outright. 



Merry Harriers sits on a large site with a range of buildings which proved an extensive 

internal retail area which includes a number of units that are occupied by concessions 

(and two vacant units that could be let or owner occupied) as well as the Mad Hatters 

Restaurant which has 180 overs. The car park has around 100 spaces with an additional 

20 spaces for staff.

The garden centre has a great reputation for its horticultural offering with an excellent 

plant area, much of which is covered offering a wide selection of plants, shrubs trees 

along with an excellent range of pots, garden furniture and ornaments, tools and hard 

landscaping ranges.

The site has a number of further storage barns and buildings that offer further 

potential to the incoming purchasers.

S I T E  I N F O R M AT I O N



O W N E R S  H O U S E

The owner’s house is located on the southern side of the site 

with a private driveway and gardens. The house offers 

substantial accommodation of around 388.27 (4179sqft) of 

living space which includes 6 bedrooms, 4 generous reception 

rooms and a large kitchen/dining room. On the lower ground 

floor is a substantial garage, store room, study and utility room.



P L A N N I N G  P E R M I S S I O N

Holiday lodges

The vendors have planning permission to erect 4 holiday 

lodges to be sited next to the private lake. Full planning 

information can be found on the Torridge district council 

planning portal using the planning reference 

1/1158/2022/FUL



F I N A N C I A L  S U M M A R Y

C O N C E S S I O N  I N C O M E

S I T E  P L A N

The business has grown significantly in recent 

years and still has considerable scope to grow.

The following table summarises the trading 

information over the last couple of years.

YE 30th Sept 2023 2022

Turnover £1,546,520 £1,454,967

Rent Received £38,592 £43,093

Gross Profit £958,995 £880,154

Adjusted Net Profit £412,279 £409,511

The large retail space offers considerable potential 

to grow income from concessions. Currently the 

business has two concessions which bring in 

£14,000 per annum. 

The owners have recently taken back a space that 

was let to Edinburgh Wollen Mill to operate their 

own clothing department which is proving 

successful and looks set to siginifcantly increase 

the income produced by this space.

There are currently two unlet units that could be 

let to new tenants.



O P E N I N G  H O U R S

G a rd e n  C e n t re
Monday – Saturday 

9 . 3 0 a m  –  5 p m

Sunday 

1 0 . 0 0 a m  –  4 p m

Re s t a u ra n t
Monday – Saturday 

1 0 . 0 0 a m  –  4 . 1 5 p m

Sunday 

1 0 . 0 0 a m  –  4 p m

S TA F F

According to the valuation office the rateable value is 

£63,000. This is not the amount payable.

B U S I N E S S  R AT E S

The business is run by the owners with assistance from a team of staff 

who will transfer across under TUPE. 



C O N TA C T CONDITIONS OF THESE PARTICULARS

These sales particulars are prepared as a general guide to the property (which expression includes business and trade content, if any, included in the sale) for the convenience of a prospective purchaser or tenant (an “acquirer”) 

and are intended for business people familiar with commercial transactions. If you are not sure that you fit this description you should take relevant independent advice before proceeding further. Christie & Co (“the Agent”) for 

themselves and for the vendors, owners or landlords of the property (together the “Client”) whose agents Christie & Co are, give notice that: (a) These particulars are made without responsibility on the part of the Agent or the 

Client; they do not obviate the need to make appropriate searches, enquiries and inspections, nor do they consti-tute any part of an offer or contract, and statements herein are not to be relied upon as statements or 

representations of fact; any acquirer must satisfy himself, by inspection or otherwise, as to their correctness and any error, omission or misdescription therein shall not affect or annul the sale or be grounds for rescission or 

compensation; (b) The Client does not make or give, and neither The Agent, nor any of their employees has any authority to make or give, any representation or warranty whatsoever in relation to the property; (c) The Agent has 

not carried out a detailed survey, nor tested the services, appliances and specific fittings; (d) Dimensions (where given) are approximate and should be verified by an acquirer; and (e) Any accounts or financial statements or 

registration information provided to an acquirer are provided on behalf of the Client by The Agent, who cannot therefore offer any guarantee of their completeness or accuracy, and accordingly shall not be liable for any loss, 

damage, cost, expenses or other claims for compensation arising from inaccuracies or omissions therein. These details were believed to be correct at the date of publication but their accuracy is not guaranteed. Subject to 

contract. Copyright reserved The Agent. April 2023.

The Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing and Transfer of Funds (Information on the Payer) Regulations 2017 came into force on 26 June 2017. This now requires us to conduct due diligence on property purchasers. Once an 

offer has been accepted, the prospective purchaser(s) will need to provide, as a minimum, proof of identity and residence.

No direct approach may be made to the business. 

For an appointment to view, please contact the 

vendor’s agent:

Tom Glanvill

Director – Retail 

M +44 (0) 7526 176 391 

E Tom.Glanvill@christie.com
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