Harpado (1920) formally ‘Discovery’



DESCRIPTION:

The hull is an original Teak hardwood on oak beams with a copper sheathing and
copper rivets from the keel to above the water line and from aft to stern (originally for
tropical waters), which was built by 'Short Bros' for the Governor of Borneo and
launched in 1920 at Rochester as the schooner ‘Discovery’. Her name was changed
to Harpado at some stage and during the war was fitted with two engines and a fuel
tank to the stern.

At around this time a deck gun placement was fitted to the bow deck as it was utilised
as a supply ship to HMS Defiance in Devonport where it played a crucial role in torpedo
training. Harpodo’s history during the war is still classified.

The vessel does have Chrysler Crown twin prop engines which would need to be
reconditioned as have not been used for many years.

The current configuration is entry through the wheelhouse, currently used as an office,
going down the stairs opens into an open plan space of kitchen and lounge with
effective log burning stove. There is a toilet and separate shower and leading to the
stern of the vessel is the bedroom and a storeroom that could be a second bedroom.
The deck has a solid awning giving an excellent space for all year round use. The stern
deck offers plenty of additional open space.

The 11kw solid fuel burner gives plenty of heat to the vessel and there is good head
room and a beam of 12ft.

Further information areas : To gather provenance and photographic evidence of this
vessel, consider the following steps:

National Archives (UK): The British North Borneo Company, which administered the
territory, has records housed at The National Archives in Kew. These records may
include construction details, correspondence, and photographs related to the
"Discovery." You can search their catalogue online or plan a visit to access these
documents.

Devonport Naval Heritage Centre: Located in Plymouth, this centre preserves the
history of Devonport Dockyard. They may have archives or photographs of vessels
constructed there, including the "Discovery." Contacting them directly could provide
access to relevant materials.
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Maritime Museums and Libraries: Institutions like the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich or the Caird Library may have records or photographs of vessels
built at Devonport during that period. Online Archives and Forums: Maritime history forums and digital archives may have user-contributed photographs or information
about the "Discovery." Websites dedicated to naval history or shipbuilding might also be valuable resources.
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Plymouth City Council: The Box,
Plymouth: As Plymouth's museum and
archive, The Box holds extensive
collections related to the city's maritime
history. They might have records or
images pertaining to the "Discovery."
Exploring their archives or reaching out to
their staff could yield useful information.
British Newspaper Archive:
Contemporary newspapers from 1920
might have reported on the launch of the
"Discovery." The British Newspaper
Archive offers digitized versions of many
newspapers, which could contain articles
or photographs of the vessel.
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Approximate Gross Internal Area
509 sq ft -47 sqm
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Although every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, all measurements are approximate.
This floorplan is for illustrative purposes only and not to scale.
Measured in accordance with RICS Standards.
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