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A stunning Penthouse Apartment situated in a Grade II listed former mansion house, full of period character, in a Conservation Area. The Manor House is set on the edge of the 
picturesque villages of Cockington and Chelston with breathtaking views across Tor Bay. The unique building was originally named Chelston Cross and is one of Torquay's 
landmark buildings; it was originally built in 1867 for the world-renowned engineer William Froude as a Gothic mansion with its eye-catching observatory tower, which is the highest 
point in the area. Original features have been carefully preserved throughout, including the revolutionary 'flying staircase' which was designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s son 
Henry, and acts as a bridge from the Minstrels gallery on the first floor to the Penthouse Apartment above it, and is made of pitch pine. Approaching the Manor House you are 
greeted with electric wrought iron remote controlled gates which open on to the residents car park. There are stunning well pruned gardens for use by the residents, as well as 
communal facilities including an indoor heated swimming pool, gym, showers and changing rooms. The door to the building with its lobby, grand hall, the fine wide-tread staircase to 
the Minstrels gallery above and the flying staircase leading to the Apartment are marvels in their own right, with the spectacular architecture and detail in the design evident in every 
direction.  The Apartment itself has a particularly good-sized L-shaped Hallway giving access to the principal rooms. There are four Bedrooms, two of which are good sized doubles, 
and there are two Jack and Jill bathrooms servicing a pair of bedrooms each. The Kitchen/Dining Room is a very generous size with doors onto a south-facing balcony, with room 
for two chairs and a table and providing spectacular 180° views of Tor Bay, a perfect spot to enjoy the surroundings at any time of day. The Living Room, a very bright and spacious 
room with ample room for dining if desired, again has some of the finest views across the English Riviera. It has a period marble fireplace with a living flame gas fire. There is also a 
Laundry Room as well as a Cloakroom.  A door at the end of the main hall leads to the rather magical tower, known as the Brunel Tower, which has three levels to it. The bottom 
floor makes for a good Home Office, or possibly dining area; the wood-panelled middle level currently is arranged as a Snug; and the top floor is the wood-panelled Observatory, 
with superb 360° views across the entire surrounding area. The Apartment also comes with a Storage/Office Room which is completely separate from the Apartment itself on the 
ground floor, easily accessed via stairs from the rear door of the Apartment. As it is, it could be used as a study, an office, or a den; and with the necessary permissions could even 
be a self-contained bedsit. There is also a storage cupboard in the basement allocated to the Apartment. There are two allocated parking spaces for the property and there is also 
visitor parking.   This elegant home is situated in a desirable residential location.  

Entrance Hall   
 

Living Room  16' 1'' x 21' 0'' (4.90m x 6.40m) 
 

Kitchen/Dining Room  17' 1'' x 13' 3'' (5.20m x 4.04m) 
 

Bedroom One  10' 11'' x 17' 6'' (3.32m x 5.33m) 
 

Jack and Jill Bathroom   
 

Bedroom Three  11' 2'' x 8' 2'' (3.40m x 2.49m) 
 

Bedroom Two  13' 3'' x 13' 2'' (4.04m x 4.01m) 
 

Jack and Jill Bathroom   
 

Bedroom Four  7' 8'' x 13' 2'' (2.34m x 4.01m) 
 

Utility room  6' 8'' x 21' 6'' (2.03m x 6.55m) 
 

Office  11' 0'' x 9' 3'' (3.35m x 2.82m) 
 



 

 



 

 

Tower Snug  8' 4'' x 8' 10'' (2.54m x 2.69m) 
 

Tower Lookout  6' 7'' x 6' 6'' (2.01m x 1.98m) 
 

Separate storage room/Office  10' 11'' x 9' 11'' (3.32m 
x 3.02m) 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

General 

Services:  
All mains services are believed to be connected to the 
property. 

Local Authority:  
 

Council Tax:  
 

 

  

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT: we would like to inform prospective purchasers that these sales particulars have been prepared as a general guide only. A detailed survey has not been carried 
out, nor the services, appliances and fittings tested. Room sizes should not be relied upon for furnishing purposes and are approximate. If floor plans are included, they are for 
guidance only and illustration purposes only and may not be to scale. If there are any important matters likely to affect your decision to buy, please contact us before viewing the 
property. 

66 Torwood Street, Torquay 
Devon, TQ1 1DT 
 

Tel: 01803 364 029 
Email: info@hsowen.co.uk 

www.hsowen.co.uk 
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