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R U R A L  I D Y L L

With a setting in the idyllic rural village of Longham, this charming period brick and flint semi-detached 
cottage is perfect for the equestrian owner with paddocks to the rear extending to 1.25 acres (sts), a field 
shelter and stables with a tack room, feed store and office. Well-presented throughout, on the first floor 

the property offers three bedrooms (the master with an en-suite) and a family bathroom, and on the 
ground floor two reception rooms and a large kitchen/dining room with stunning views of the beautifully 

tended garden, which also boasts a pond and an area for growing vegetables. The shingled driveway to the 
front of the property will accommodate several vehicles. 







•	 An incredibly deceptive attached Cottage in a pretty rural Village 
•	 Sitting in a superb Plot offering 1.25 acres (stms) with formal Gardens, 

Vegetable Plot/Orchard and Paddock
•	 Range of Outbuildings including Stable Block 
•	 Entrance, Sitting Room, additional Reception, Open Plan Kitchen/

Dining and Living Space 
•	 Three Bedrooms, Bathroom and En-Suite 
•	 Total Accommodation extends to 1531sq.ft
•	 Energy Rating C

Traditional with Modern Comforts
“We liked the cottage because it looks great from the front and is very 
cosy without having tiny rooms. It was also because of the large garden 
and paddocks, which are approximately 1.25 acres,” the current owners 
said when asked what attracted them to the property. They bought 
Longham Cottage in 2010 and have modernised the whole building, lining 
the interior walls of the old cottage with Celotex insulation panels, and the 
wiring has been completely replaced and a new oil-fired central heating 
fitted. “Double the necessary radiators were installed to allow use of heat 
pumps if desired,” the owners said.

The work carried out on Longham Cottage has been extensive. “We 
had the old single storey kitchen and bathroom demolished and a new 
two storey extension built to give us an open plan Kitchen diner (with 
underfloor heating) plus a downstairs loo, and a large master bedroom 
with en-suite upstairs plus a new bathroom. The whole roof was replaced 
at the same time with plenty of insulation and all the leadwork around 
the chimneys was replaced with new. We also took out the original 
Norfolk stairs and replaced them with a single central staircase as it wasn’t 
otherwise possible to get larger sized furniture upstairs. And we also retain 
planning permission for a garden room/conservatory.”
    
Although the owners have strived to improve the property, they have 
taken great care to preserve its charm. “The house has a lot of original 
features in the front rooms; inglenook fireplaces with log burning stoves, 
a bread oven in the one fireplace, and open beams upstairs and down. It 
was important to us to maintain as much as we could of the character of 



the original cottage, so a lot of the doors are original, and we’ve left the original 
plasterwork on the ceiling where possible. But we also wanted to live in the 
21st Century so we have 4Kw of PV panels, with PV heating the pressurised 
hot water system in the house.” When asked about their favourite spaces at 
the property, the owners replied, “The kitchen diner is our favourite room; its 
layout means you can cook, eat and relax all in the one space so it’s very sociable 
when you have friends and family over for a meal. The room faces west so we 
appreciate the sunsets and views of the garden.”

“Because of the work we have done to Longham Cottage, we have a great 
balance of old and new. We can eat in our new kitchen diner and then relax in 
front of a log burner in the lounge with a glass and some great music. It’s a very 
warm house that’s easy to keep,” the owners said. “We will miss the space the 
garden gives us the most; and the views and fabulous sunsets.”

The Garden
The garden is well-established with extensive planting and some wonderful areas 
to enjoy, and also features a pond. “It was a blank canvas when we bought 
Longham Cottage, which we have built over the years. We put in trees and 
hedges to break the wind without losing the views over the fields at the back – 
we also put in a chicken wire fence to keep out wildlife in the vegetable garden 
and stock fencing around the paddocks to keep the dogs in. There is a wildlife 
pond with decking and lovely sightings of dragonflies over the water during 
summer months,” the owners said.

The Stables
“The stable block has been a godsend as there is so much room for storage 
and garaging. There are three full-size stables plus an open stable that has been 
converted to a garage, a tack room/office, outdoor kennel, log store and more 
workshops/storage space. There is also a field shelter in one paddock that we 
used for housing our chickens,” the present owners said. They have also replaced 
the roof – the main roof is preformed coated steel and the front elevation has 
been boarded, a membrane installed and battened before the Coroline roofing 
sheets were put back to keep the looks domestic rather than industrial. “The 
stables have also had the electrics updated and houses the PV installation, and 
there is also mains water supply to the stable and paddocks.”















Agents notes: All measurements are approximate and quoted in metric with imperial equivalents and for general guidance only and whilst every attempt 
has been made to ensure accuracy, they must  not be relied on. The fixtures, fittings and appliances referred to have not been tested and therefore no 
guarantee can be given that they are in working order. Internal photographs are reproduced for general information and it must not be inferred that any 
item shown is included with the property. For a free valuation, contact the numbers listed on the brochure. * These comments are the personal views of 
the current owner and are included as an insight into life at the property. They have not been independently verified, should  not be relied on without 
verification and do not necessarily reflect the views of the agent. Printed
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Village Calm
“There are no streetlights in the village which is great for stargazing. The Milky Way is so easy to see on a summers 
evening,” the owners said. “The village is also far enough away from main roads that it is pleasantly quiet too, and 
the local pub is within easy walking distance.” The highly rated Longham White Horse pub, with a restaurant and 
an outdoor beer garden, is the venue for numerous events held throughout the year. “And there are plenty of 
footpaths available for dog walks around neighbouring villages. Cycling is great with lots of quiet lanes and villages 
to see.” While the rural setting guarantees the peace and tranquillity of the countryside, Longham Cottage is also 
well placed for access to the A47, and in turn both Norwich and Swaffham, which has a Waitrose supermarket. 
“Being fairly close to the centre of the county means driving to whichever part of the Norfolk coast you fancy is 
within easy reach without having to live with the peak holiday traffic; and if you want the town, then Dereham and 
Norwich are just down the A47,” the owners explained. Longham Cottage is also well located for rail services to 
Cambridge and London due to its road access to Norwich and King’s Lynn both of which offer mainline stations. 

Services
OFCH, Mains - Water & Drainage
Breckland District Council - Band C
The Property is Freehold
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F I N E & C O U N T R Y
Fine & Country is a global network of estate 
agencies specialising in the marketing, sale and 
rental of luxury residential property.  With offices 
in the UK, Australia, Egypt, France, Hungary, Italy, 
Malta, Namibia, Portugal, Russia, South Africa, 
Spain, The Channel Islands, UAE, USA and West 
Africa we combine the widespread exposure of the 
international marketplace with the local expertise 
and knowledge of carefully selected independent 
property professionals. 

Fine & Country appreciates the most exclusive 
properties require a more compelling, sophisticated 
and intelligent presentation - leading to a common, 
yet uniquely exercised and successful strategy 
emphasising the lifestyle qualities of the property.  

This unique approach to luxury homes marketing 
delivers high quality, intelligent and creative 
concepts for property promotion combined with 
the latest technology and marketing techniques.

We understand moving home is one of the 
most important decisions you make; your home 
is both a financial and emotional investment. 
With Fine & Country you benefit from the local 
knowledge, experience, expertise and contacts of  
a well trained, educated and courteous team of 
professionals, working to make the sale or purchase 
of your property as stress free as possible.

The production of these particulars has generated a £10 donation 
to the Fine & Country Foundation, charity no. 1160989, striving 
to relieve homelessness. 

Visit fineandcountry.com/uk/foundation

THE FINE & COUNTRY
FOUNDATION
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