
Melmoth House
Abbey Close
Sherborne
DT9 3LQ

A remarkable opportunity to purchase a terrace of 3
cottages within the environ of Sherborne Abbey

For sale freehold with vacant possession
Price on application



LOCATION

Melmoth House overlooks Sherborne Abbey and Abbey Close. Abbey Close is a private road and 
garden in front of The Abbey. To the north is Abbey Road where the boys school can be found 
and to the East is Cheap Street within the heart of the town centre.
To the south of the property is Digby Road off which is the train station (To Waterloo/Exeter) 
and Pageant Gardens.

DISTANCES

Yeovil 6 miles, Castle Cary 14 miles (Paddington/Bristol), Dorchester 18 miles and the coast at 
Bridport some 24 miles. London is 125 miles and the A303 is 8 miles.

MELMOTH HOUSE

Originally 3 cottages Melmoth House is believed to date from the 17th Century but may be 
earlier. 

Each of the three cottages has a distinctive frontage onto Abbey Close. They are each of two 
storey rubble stone construction under either tile or slate pitched roofs. The two end cottages 
face the street while the middle cottage is orientated showing its gable end. The southern most 
cottage adjoins The Almshouse.  To the rear is a large garden.

While  residential in origin the property has been used for many years as a solicitors office.

INTERNAL

The 3 cottages are interconnected and comprise suites of offices.  Many of the original features 
are retained.

A floor plan is provided. There is also a dataroom available including photos and aerial footage 
showing the property and garden within its unique setting.

PLANNING/RESTRICTIONS



The property is an office and offered for sale on this basis. Conditional offers 
subject to planning are welcomed. It should be noted that the Title has an 
overage provision in respect of any alternative planning consents obtained until 
December 2026.

RATEABLE VALUE

Current rateable value £18,750 (with effect from 1st April 2023).

VAT

Not applicable.

ANTI MONEY LAUNDERING

In accordance with HMRC the successful party will be required to undergo HMRC 
checks through a 3rd party provider.



 

HISTORY 

The property was significantly re configured and improved by the present owner in 2009. Planning 
details are available on line ref  001658 Dorset County. 

A change of use was granted in 2008 for conversion of the pub to a gallery and coffee bar together 
with conversion of the former residential accommodation to office use. 

Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard ( MEES ) 

The property has an energy rating assessment of Band C. 

It should be noted that on 1st April 2025 landlords of all non – domestic rented buildings in scope of 
MEES must log a valid certificate. On 1st April 2028 the building must achieve a minimum of at least 
C. 

VAT 

The building is registered for VAT. 

Business Rates 

Current rateable value £10,500 (1st April 2023 to present). This is the rateable value for the property. 
It is not what you pay in business rates. 

 

 
Chesters Commercial Ltd, for themselves and for the vendor of this property, or as the case may be, lessor whose agents they are, give notice that:- i) These particulars 
are intended for guidance only. They are prepared and issued in good faith and are intended to give a fair description but do not constitute part of any offer or contract. 
Any information given should not be relied on as a statement or representation of fact or that the property or its services are in good condition. ii) Chesters Commercial 
Ltd have not made any investigations into the existence or otherwise of any issues concerning pollution and potential land, air and water contamination. The purchaser 
is responsible for making his or her own enquiries in this regard. iii) Neither Chesters Commercial Ltd nor any of their employees has any authority to make or give any 
representation or warranty whatsoever in relation to the property. iv) The images show only certain parts and aspects of the property at the time they were taken/created. 
Any areas, measurements or distances given are approximate only. Any plans are for identification purposes only. v) Any reference to alterations to, or use of, any part 
of the property is not a statement that any necessary planning, building regulations or other consent has been obtained. An intending purchaser must verify these 
matters. An occupier should not rely upon the Use stated in these particulars and should check their proposed use with the relevant Planning Authority to ensure it is 
permitted. 

 

HISTORY 

The property was significantly re configured and improved by the present owner in 2009. Planning 
details are available on line ref  001658 Dorset County. 

A change of use was granted in 2008 for conversion of the pub to a gallery and coffee bar together 
with conversion of the former residential accommodation to office use. 

Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard ( MEES ) 

The property has an energy rating assessment of Band C. 

It should be noted that on 1st April 2025 landlords of all non – domestic rented buildings in scope of 
MEES must log a valid certificate. On 1st April 2028 the building must achieve a minimum of at least 
C. 

VAT 

The building is registered for VAT. 

Business Rates 

Current rateable value £10,500 (1st April 2023 to present). This is the rateable value for the property. 
It is not what you pay in business rates. 

 

 
Chesters Commercial Ltd, for themselves and for the vendor of this property, or as the case may be, lessor whose agents they are, give notice that:- i) These particulars 
are intended for guidance only. They are prepared and issued in good faith and are intended to give a fair description but do not constitute part of any offer or contract. 
Any information given should not be relied on as a statement or representation of fact or that the property or its services are in good condition. ii) Chesters Commercial 
Ltd have not made any investigations into the existence or otherwise of any issues concerning pollution and potential land, air and water contamination. The purchaser 
is responsible for making his or her own enquiries in this regard. iii) Neither Chesters Commercial Ltd nor any of their employees has any authority to make or give any 
representation or warranty whatsoever in relation to the property. iv) The images show only certain parts and aspects of the property at the time they were taken/created. 
Any areas, measurements or distances given are approximate only. Any plans are for identification purposes only. v) Any reference to alterations to, or use of, any part 
of the property is not a statement that any necessary planning, building regulations or other consent has been obtained. An intending purchaser must verify these 
matters. An occupier should not rely upon the Use stated in these particulars and should check their proposed use with the relevant Planning Authority to ensure it is 
permitted. 


