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The French Horn

SONNING-ON-THAMES, SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE, RG4 6TN

Freehold Guide Price: £12,000,000
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2@ LEXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Situated on the beautiful banks of the River Thames, in the stunning village
of Sonning in South Oxfordshire, The French Horn, has captivated admirers
of riverside luxury for well over half a century. This historic gem, a former
coaching inn turned iconic restaurant, has thrived under the care of the
Emmanuel family since 1972. The property’s 200-year legacy is steeped in
tradition and culinary excellence.

Now ready for its next chapter, the 8.6-acre plot, which comprises multiple
properties, is a highly versatile and rarely available opportunity that would
suit an investor wanting to reimagine the site, offering significant upside and
development potential.
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INTRODUCTION

Nestled on one of the most picturesque points along the River Thames, The
French Horn, stands as a historical gem with a remarkable 200-year legacy.
Under the ownership of the Emmanuel family since 1972, this former coaching
inn has evolved into an iconic restaurant with rooms, celebrated for its enduring

quality, unmatched location, and unrivalled reputation.




e@» INVESTMENT HIGHLIGHTS

RARE OPPORTUNITY

After half a century, The French
Horn, is now available for a new
proprietor, offering a unique
opportunity to acquire a piece
of riverside luxury in a stunning
South Oxfordshire village, near
several major towns and beautiful
villages and only 40 miles
from London.

LARGE PLOT WITH POTENTIAL

Spanning a substantial plot of
8.6 acres, this property affords
considerable flexibility and potential
for a visionary owner to reinvent and
reposition it as a unique hospitality
offering, poised to captivate a
broad market.

INCOME SOURCES

The property currently boasts
income sources from its
esteemed restaurant and

letting rooms, but the untapped
potential for increased turnover
is significant once the business
undergoes refurbishment and
repositioning. Additionally,
its underutilised riverfront
mooring is an asset waiting to be
maximised.

DEVELOPMENT POSSIBILITIES

The expansive site includes adjacent
houses, charming cottages, and
staff accommodation that could be
redeveloped into additional letting
facilities. The large grounds hold the
potential for further leisure activities,
including riverside lodges, enhancing
its appeal as an idyllic escape.

THEATRE AND ENTERTAINMENT

Situated in close proximity to a renowned
theatre, the property benefits from
being part of a vibrant local cultural and

entertainment hub.
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MATERIAL AND DELIVERABLE
UPSIDE OPPORTUNITIES

REDEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

The property presents various redevelopment prospects, including the
rejuvenation of adjacent houses, the repurposing of charming cottages,
and the development of staff accommodation for additional letting space.

RIVERFRONT UTILISATION

The expansive river frontage offers the potential for creating luxury
hospitality spaces in a breathtaking setting, as well as opportunities for
fishing, mooring and more.




S .
3 |~»
‘waONDON .i.-?i?
S e

i ,, ZUAN
g

o

) K L
DA

SO

LOCATION

Nestled on one of the most picturesque points along the River Thames, The French Horn, enjoys a Access to The French Horn is simple, thanks to its convenient proximity to the M4, one of the major
strategic location with exceptional accessibility. This iconic property is conveniently situated in close arterial roads connecting London and the South West. This accessibility extends to Reading station,
proximity to several large towns and affluent villages, creating a broad catchment area that naturally further enhancing the property’s connectivity to the wider region.

draws a diverse and discerning clientele. Just a mere 40 miles from London, it’s well within reach of

the capital’s population and serves as a favoured retreat for those seeking a riverside escape.
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HASLAMS

The French Horn, Sonning-on-Thames, South Oxfordshire RG4 6 TN
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created on edozo Plotted Scale - 1:2,500

This map is published for convenience of identification only and although believed to be correct, is not guaranteed and it does not form any part of any contract
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A0 THE RESTAURANT

The French Horn restaurant can accommodate 100 guests within a
riverside dining room adorned with breath-taking river views, as well as an
adjacent private dining space. Tradition reigns in this English institution,
where ducks roast in front of an open fire. The restaurant is a versatile
space that could accommodate a range of styles and uses, all while
benefiting from the stunning river frontage.

Historical trading information can be made available to interested parties.
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2@ L[EXTERNAL DETAILS

The restaurant extends seamlessly onto a covered terrace, providing an inviting alfresco dining
experience for approximately 80 guests. This picturesque terrace offers a captivating vantage point,
overlooking the manicured lawns that gracefully meet the river. The surrounding gardens that envelop
the restaurant are a true spectacle and have been a consistent draw for patrons for decades.

Beyond the immediate restaurant vicinity, the property encompasses an expansive 5.6 acres of
adjoining paddocks, offering a range of possibilities for an investor. This may include secluded lodges
(STP) or an array of leisure activities; this large outdoor expanse is a treasure trove of potential.

One of the property’s crowning glories is its extensive 460 meters of river frontage, a prized asset
that opens avenues for a variety of uses. The owners have exclusively exercised the right to moor and
fish along the entire stretch of the river banks they own. This idyllic stretch of riverfront offers unique
opportunities to a new operator.

For the convenience of patrons, the property currently provides parking with 30 spaces in the car park
opposite the restaurant. There is potential for expansion by exploring the acquisition of nearby scrub
land or the utilisation of additional space behind the adjacent houses.
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FLOOR PLANS

STAFF COTTAGES

Approximate Gross Internal Area 3700 sq ft — 344 sgm
Ground Floor (Studio) Area 3393 sq ft — 316 sgm
First Floor (Studio) Area 307 sq ft — 29 sgm
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Approximate Gross Internal Area 3886 sq ft = 362 sgm
Garage/Stables Area 668 sq ft — 62 sqm
Ground Floor (Coach House) Area 717 sq ft - 67 sgm
First Floor (Coach House) Area 519 sqft-48sqm
Ground Floor (Porter Cottage) Area 193 sg ft — 18 sgm }

First Floor (Porter Cottage) Area 577 sq ft — 54 sgm

Second Floor (Porter Cottage) Area 264 sqft - 25sqm N
Qutbuilding Area 948 sq ft - 88 sgm
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RESTAURANT & HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

Appowmaln Gross inmal Area 1 A68T s 1 -
! e -

13 mm
Groun Floor Ara 5002 50 1t "

Feit Aiwh 2760 43 1 - 250 43 m

Sacona Fioor Arpa 2507 sa 1t - 241 smm

Grcund Floes (Frrimah Cotiage) Ara 2783 43 - 950 s m
First Fino! (Furlogh Cottages) Ana 1539 sy - 183 wm

RIVER HOUSE & ORCHARD LODGE

Aoproxmate Groas intemal Area 5708 s fl - 530 s m
Fineir Howse Ares 3402 8a 1 - 316 80 m
Geound Floor (Orchard Lodge) Area 1382 sq 1l - 128 sqm
First Floor (Oichard Lodge) Anen 794 50 1t - 74 sa m
Outbulcing (Orchard Lodge) Area 221 saft-21sam
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PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

The property’s planning and development potential is vast. It includes the
rejuvenation of adjacent houses, charming cottages, and staff accommodation
for additional letting space. The substantial river frontage offers opportunities
to create luxury hospitality spaces, leisure activities, and more.
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&2” PRICE AND OFFER PROCESS

£ FREEHOLD GUIDE PRICE OF £12M

=

The preferred route of sale is a full disposal of the shares of ‘French Horn
Hotel Limited’.

The Vendors will consider all offers received in writing addressed to:

MR S WOODFORD,

Haslams,

159 Friar Street,

Reading,

RG1 THE,
steve.woodford(@haslams.net.

Prospective purchasers are advised to make their own enquiries as to the condition of
the property, prior to submitting their offer.

Purchasers are required to provide proof of funding.

The Vendors reserve the right not to accept the highest offer or to withdraw the
property from the market, or to alter the method of sale at any time without notice.

ALTER
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2@ CONTACT DETAILS

TIM WIDDOWS

Christie & Co - Associate Director
T: +44 (0) 7795 037 676

E: tim.widdows@christie.com

STEVE WOODFORD

Haslams (Exec Chairman)

D: 0118 960 1009

M: 07768 998394

E: steve.woodford@haslams.net

CHRIS NEWMAN

Haslams Surveyors (Partner)

D: 0118 921 1521

M: 07879 600064

E: chrisnewman@haslams.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF CHRISTIE & CO

These sales particulars are prepared as a general guide to the property (which expression includes business and trade content, if any, included in the sale) for
the convenience of a prospective purchaser (an “acquirer”) and are intended for business people familiar with commercial transactions. If you are not sure
that you fit this description you should take relevant independent advice before proceeding further. Christie & Co for themselves and for the vendors, whose
agents Christie & Co are, give notice that: (a) These particulars are made without responsibility on the part of Christie & Co or the Client; they do not obviate
the need to make appropriate searches, enquiries and inspections, nor do they constitute any part of an offer or contract, and statements herein are not to
be relied upon as statements or representations of fact; any acquirer must satisfy himself, by inspection or otherwise, as to their correctness and any error,
omission or mis-description therein shall not affect or annul the sale or be grounds for rescission or compensation; (b) The Client does not make or give, and
neither Christie & Co nor any of their employees has any authority to make or give, any representation or warranty whatsoever in relation to the properties;
(c) Christie & Co has not carried out a detailed survey, nor tested the services, appliances and specific fittings; (d) Dimensions (where given) are approximate
and should be verified by an acquirer; and (e) Any accounts or financial statements or registration information provided to an acquirer are provided on behalf
of the Client by Christie & Co, who cannot therefore offer any guarantee of their completeness or accuracy, and accordingly shall not be liable for any loss,
damage, cost, expenses or other claims for compensation arising from inaccuracies or omissions therein. These details were believed to be correct at the date
of publication but their accuracy is not guaranteed. Subject to contract. Copyright Reserved Christie & Co (October 2023).

CUSTOMER DUE DILIGENCE CHECKS

The Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing and Transfer of Funds (Information on the Payer) Regulations 2017 (as amended) require us to conduct due
diligence checks upon all purchasers. When an offer has been accepted, the prospective purchaser(s) will need to provide, as a minimum, proof of identity and
residential address; if the purchaser is a company or other legal entity, then any person owning more than 25% must provide the same.

Please note, all images used in this Information Memorandum is for design intent only.
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